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at gymkhanas and demonstrations, to their
gv?ntshonour and the glory of their dis-
ricts.

But now, with an income of only £200
heing guaranteed to the brigades, I am
sure there will be a falling off in interest,
and the day that happens will be a very
sorry one for Western Ausiralia.

With those remarks, I have much
pleasure in supporting this Address-in-
reply to the Speech so graciously delivered
by His Excellency the Governor.

On motion by Mr. Guthrie, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.21 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT
Sale of Nelson Location 12053
1. The Hon. A. L, LOTON asked the Min-
ister for Local Government:

(1) What are the reasons for the
notice to offer for sale by auction
Nelson Location 12053, situated at
Balingup and standing in the
name of N. H. Jones

[COUNCIL.]

{2) Did the Minister in charge of war

service land settlement inspect this

property during his recent Inspec-
tion of dairy farms in the South-

West?

On what date was it decided that

this property was surplus to wear

service land settlement require-
ments?

(4) Will the Minister in charge of war
service land settlement table the
complete file dealing with Nelson
Loeation 12053, so that interested
persons can see for themselves the
complete story of this holding?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:

(1) The farm was declared surplus to
requirements.

(2) In the absence of the Minister and
the Chairman of the Land Settle-
ment Board, this information is
not available,

(3) Property was declared surplus by
the Land Settlement Board on the
25th March, 1959, approved by
the Minister for Agriculture on
the 3rd June, 1959.

(4) As the file contains the approved
reserve price for the property,
which is to be auctioned on the
6th August, 1959, the hon, member
may peruse the file at the office of
the Acting Minister for Agriculture.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Cost of Terpayers

2. The Hon. G.E. JEFFERY (for the Hon.
R. F. Hutchison) asked the Minister for
Mines:

What is the cost to the taxpayers of
Western Australia of the Legislative
Council for 1958-59, including print-
ing and incidentals?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH replied:

The cost of the Legislative Council
for 1958-59 was £86,821. This figure
excludes reporting of parliamentary
debates and other printing for Parlia-
ment which cannot readily be allocated
but does include payment of £2,385 to
the hon. member, representing parlia-
mentary salary, reimbursement of ex-
penses and postage stamps.

3

STATE HEALTH COUNCIL

Constitution, Appointment of Members
ete.

3. The Hon G. C. MACKINNON (for the
Hon. J. G. Hislop) asked the Minister for
Mines:

(1> Who are the members of the State
Health Council?
(2) How are they appointed?

(3) What is the tenure of office?
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(4) Does the Council or a sub-commit-
tee of the Council visit districts or
hospitals before making decisions
or offering advice concerning
them?

(5) What Is the status of the Council?

(6) Can the Public Heglth Commis-
sioner override the advice or de-
cistons of the Council?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1} One senior representative of the
Royal College of Physicians—Dr.
Ernest R. Beech. One senior rep-
resentative of the Royal College of
Surgeons—Mr, Norman Robinson.
One senior representative of the
Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists—Dr. Roland Natt-
rass. Four medical practitioners,
nominated by the British Medical
Association (at least one to repre-
sent country districts) Dr. Dixie M.
Clement, Dr. H. Leigh Cook, Dr.
Ian Q. Thorburn, and Dr. Martin
F. Williams. Three representatives
of the Faculty of Medicine of the
University of W.A.—Professor
Gordon King, Professor C. W, D.
Lewis and Professor Eric G. Saint.
One representative of the Depart-
ment of Child Health of the Uni-
versity of W.A.—Professor W. B.
Macdonald. Inspector-General of
Mental Health Services or his
Deputy—Dr. D. W. Moynagh. The
Commissioner of Public Health—
Dr. Linley Henzell, The Deputy
Commissioner of Public Health—
Dr. W. S. Davidson. The Under
Secretary, Medical Department—
Mr. J. J. Devereux.

By Executive Council on the
recommendsation of the Minister
for Health.

Two-yearly periods. Current ap-
pointment expires on the 30th
June, 1960.

A number ¢f members of the Coun-
cil and its Hospital Requirements
Committee are closely associated
with hospitals in the metropolitan
areg and in the country. Seniar
departmental officers regularly visit
and inspect the hospitals concerned
and their advice is available to the
Council.

(5) Advisory to the Minister for Health.
(6) No,

2)

3

1)

FREMANTLE RAILWAY BRIDGE
Cost of Propertly Resumptions

4, The Hon. H, C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Mines:

Relating to the Government's decis-
jon to re-locate the new railway bridge
on a site near the Fremantle road
traffic bridge, the following informa-
tion is requested-—
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(1) The number of privately-owned
properties to have been resumed
had the bridge been constructed
alongside the existing railway
bridge.

The total number of privately-
owned properties the Govern-
ment will resume as a result of
its decision to re-locate the
bridge:

(a) for railway purposes,

(b) for the harbour works
which make re-location
necessary.

(3) The values of each of the prop-
erties inveolved in {(a) and (b)
above.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH replied:

(1) Not determined, but it was expec-
ted that 10 or 12 properties would
have been involved for harbour re-
quirements such as pick-up and
amenity centre.

(a) 27.

(b} The residue of four properties
affected by (a) and eight ad-
ditional properties.

(3) Particular valuations of individual
properties have not yet been made.

ROYAL COMMISSIONERS’
POWERS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL

Standing Orders Suspension

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban-—
Minister for Mines) [4.48]: I move:

That so much of the Standing Orders
he suspended so as to enable the Royal
Commissioners’ Powers Act Amend-
ment Bill, 1859, to be taken on receipt
of a message from the Legislative
Assembly and to have precedence each
day before the Address-in-reply, and
to be passed through all stages at any
one sitiing.

The purpose of seeking the suspension of
Standing Orders is to give the House an
opportunity to desl quickly with a Bill
which it is expected wiil arrive from the
Legisiative Assembly. The terms of refer-
ence in the Commission to Sir George
Ligertwood to inquire inte and make recom-
mendations in regard to betting control and
matters associated therewith have already
been published.

Members are aware, therefore, that the
Commission will open up a wide fleld of
inquiry, and possibly, of allegations by
witnesses. The c¢hief Crown Prosecutor
({Mr. R. D. Wilson), who has been appointed
as counsel to assist the Royal Commissioner,
has reported that Sir George regards as
very deficient the protection afforded by
our law to Royal Commissioners, barristers
and witnesses.

The Royal Commissioners’ Powers Act,
1902, does not provide any protection to a
Commisioner, and the legal opinion is that

)
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such provisions as do appear in the Crim-
inal Code do not provide sufficient protec-
tion. It has heen recommended, therefore,
that further provision be made by statute
to afford the Commissioner, in the exercise
¢of his duty, the same protection and im-
munity as is enjoyed by a judge of the
Supreme Court.

The Chief Crown Prosecutor alse advised
that it appears to be desirable to afford to
barristers and other persons authorised by
the Commission to appear before it, and to
witnesses, the same protection as is enjoyed
by barristers and witnesses in regard to
proceedings in the Supreme Court. In New
South Wales and in the Commonwealth
legislation this provision has been made
for some time.

The Solicitor-General has confirmed the
opinion expressed by the Chief Crown
Prosecutor, after his discussion with Sir
George Ligertwood, and, in consequence,
Cabinet has decided to submit to Parlia-
ment amendments to the Royal Commis-
sioners’ Powers Act to cover the matter.

In considering the urgency of this legis-
lation, it must be borne in mind that the
Commissioner started his inguiries this
week, and it is most undesirable that any
ohstacle or difficulty should be placed in his
way, in order that his ingquiry may not be
unduly exterided. That is the necessity for
the Bill to be dealt with by Parliament be-
fore the Address-in-reply is concluded.

I will, of course, be able Lo provide a
further explanation of the protections and
immunities which the legislation will pro-
vide when it comes before this House. 1
realise it is not competent for me to dis-
cuss them now. The legislation is in the
process of being dealt with in another
place.

I am sure the House will appreciate the
necessity to give protection under this Act,
and I ask members for their co-operation in
permitting the suspension of Standing
Orders 50 that when the Bill reaches us we
will be able to deal with it as quickly and
expeditiously as possible.

THE HON. H. C. STRICKLAND {(North)
{4.431: I do not think the Minister has set
out a case which would make this an urgent
matter, particularly when we read in the
daily Press that the Royal Commission is
likely to adjourn for some time. It was in
this morning’s paper; and we also read that
a lot of withesses are unavailable on
account of illness, and so on. Therefore, it
would seem to me that there is no urgent
need to rush the legislation through at one
sitting; and until we get a copy of the pro-
posed legisiation and have it explained in
more detail we are not competent to judge
just what our action should be.

I want to draw the attention of members
to the fact that in the Press it is intimated
that the Royal Commission is to adjourn.
That being the case I see no real urgency in
the matter. I would like the Minister to
advise the House if it is his intention, when
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the legislation does come before us, to rush.
it through at the one sitting or whether he
will consider an adjournment so that after
hearing his explanation of the legislation
members will have an opportunity to con-
sider properly and reasonably the impact
it may have.

The Hon. (. Bennetts: Perhaps the
Government is going to carry out the re-
quest made by Mr. Murray.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban—
Minister for Mines—in reply) [4451: 1
must say that I am surprised that Mr.
Strickland would haggle in regard to this
matter.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: I am net
haggling, I am asking.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I know that
the hon. member is entitled to ask questions,
but I have sat, not for very long, in the
seat he is now in, and have listened to the
Minister in charge of the House—on so
many cccasions that I could not relate them
—ask for the suspension of Standing Orders
for a particular purpose; and I know that
this action is not taken lightly. The Min-
ister in charge of the House does not do it
because he feels like it; he does it because
the Government thinks there is an urgency
for doing it.

The motion says that it be considered in
all stages at any one sitting; not at one
sitting. That is totally different from
rushing a Bill through. I would not like
to suggzest for one solitary moment that an
adjournment of the second reading would
not be granted if the hon. member would
like it.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: That is all
we ask.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Gov-
ernment is anxious to see this piece of legis-
lation placed on the statute book as soon
as possible fo give the protection which it
seeks to afford. In respect to the adjourn-
ment of the Royal Commission, I read the
report in the paper this morning, and 1
think it indicated that, because of the in-
dispositicn of one particular man, it may
be adjourned for a few days. If it is, it
could easily be a few days before we receive
the Bill because, in actual fact, it was
adjourned last night in another place until
Thursday. Therefore, we cannot get it
until tomorrow afternoon. I am hopeful
that if we receive it tomorrow afternoon I
will be able to introduce the second read-
ing, and then if the hon. member wants an
adjournment to the foallowing week, I shall
certainly not oppose it.

Question put and passed.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Seventh Day
Dehbate resumed from the previous day.

THE HON. F. J. 8. WISE (North) {4.481:
I first wish to congratulate Mr. Thompson
on his election for the West Province. As a
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new member, I would say to him that I
hope he is to enjoy as long a term of ser-
vice as his predecessor, and to leave a
record as valuable and as important to this
State’s well-being as his predecessor did.

I next desire to do something, which is
customary, and I think it is due, and that
is to congratulate the leader of this House,
the Minister for Mines, and his colleague,
on their elevation to the ministry, and on
their being in charge of the business of this
House for the Government of the day.

All Ministers, at some stage of their
careers, are new, All Ministers, in their
newness, find that there is very much to
review; much even of their own past
thinking and opinions. They find that
there is much pressure on them to reverse
decisions which were made by their pre-
decessors. They find an arduous task
in becoming acquainted with the many im-
portant problems which it is their lot to
handle. I know, too, that they may find
Hansard quite inconvenient; and there is
nothing new in that, either, Mr. President!

I could be unkind on this occasion and
refer to Hansard of 1956, in which one of
the Ministers made, ag I said then, un-
necessary—I used stronger words than that
—-remarks in regard to the Grants Com-
mission, its functions, its work, and its
decisions. I think that Mr. Logan will be
big enough to concede that it is necessary
for him to review some of his thoughts in
that connection; because I reaffirm my
own view that, if it were not for the opera-
tions of the Grants Commission, under
section 96 of the Constitution, and its
tolerance and generosity to the State of
Western Australia, we would indeed be in
a parlous condition. I think the Minister
will admit that.

I helieve it is most important that we
should not at any time deprecate the
functions of people who, appointed under
the Constifution, have shown earnest at-
tention to our well-being. I would like to
refer hext to the recent respite of one week
that this House has—I will use the word
“enjoyed.” I think the Ministers must
have found that week very important to
them. I would think that, as time goes
on and the pressure increases, it would
not be a bad thing, say every five or six
weeks—without any prejudice at all to the
work of Parliament—ifor a week to be
taken off to enable Ministers to catch up.
I know the pressure Mr. Sirickland was
under for more than cne session; and the
Hon. Mr. Fraser, too—

The Hon, L. A. Logan: We can appreci-
ate that now.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: More, particu-
larly in this House, I think that, in the
interests of the functioning of depart-
ments and of the State— I repeat; without
any prejudice at all to the work to be done
in this Parliament—such a postponement
of the duties of this Chamber might well
be made.
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The Hon. A. F. Griffith: If we could do
that, without being criticised for wasting
time, I would be delighted to adopt the
sugeestion.

The Hon. F. J. S, WISE: Wasting time
does not come into it, on the grounds that
the Ministers will find the need for it;
and members, busy on behalf of their con-
stituents, very often need more time—
especially members representing remote
districts—in which to attend to requests
made from those parts of the State.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: I agree with
that, too.

The Hon. F. J. S, WISE: I intend, per-
haps at sorme length, to build my speech
around one paragraph almost tucked away
in His Excellency’s Speech., The reference
is, in my view, one of the most important
national matters contained in the Speech,
and it is to be found on page 6. It has
reference to the expenditure of £5,000,000,
as a special Commonwealth grant to be
spent over a 5-year period north of the
20th parallel. It refers to the projects of
the Wyndham Jeity, the deep-water port
for the West Kimberleys, the diversion
dam portion of the Ord River scheme, and
investigation into the Napier Broome Bay
proposals. I will pinpoint one short part
of the paragraph:; the diversion dam por-
tion of the Ord River scheme.

That part of the Ord River scheme is
a matter which, in my view, is of national
importance and deserving of much more
mention than it got. It is certainly deserv-
ing of much more action than it is receiv-
ing; and I will refer at some length to the
Ord River proposals a little later on. I
would say that in this, the driest continent
in the world, the conservation of water and
the development of water resources are of
vital national importance and should be
considered an important item in national
planning at all {imes.

I would point out that Australia’s
10,000,000 population is concentrated in a
very small portion of the continent—in a
narrow fringe around part of it. There is
less than one person to the sguare mile in
2,300,000 square miles of Australia: while
at least 500,000 square miles of the con-
tinent is as empty today as it was when
Captain Cook first landed here. Some of
that area is desert; bhut even deserts may
be made to blossom like the rose, if there
is proper interest in their use and a keen
desire to see them used.

As a relevant comparison I would point
to the Sahara Desert, an area of 2,600,000
square miles, which sustains millions of
cattle and well over 1,000,000 people. There
is also South-West Africa—formerly Ger-
man South-West Africa—a smaller area,
half as big as our North-West, but sus-
taining a population of half a million. This
area in German South-West Africa has
a climate almost identical with that
of our areas from the 20th to the 26th
parallel, and it is approximately from the
23rd to the 18th parallel.
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Tts flora is almost identical with that
of Central Australia. It has a rainfall of
from 2 inches to 16 inches, and that coun-
try is the home of the Persian lamb in-
dustry. The karakul sheep thrive on
country poorer than much of our North-
West and at least as poor as the worst of
the Pilbara—an industry worth millions to
that country. Just as an observation, I
would point out that the karakul sheep
has little chance of inecrea3igE rapidly;
because for the best of the Persian lamb
skins to be obtained, the lamb must be
slaughtered hefore it is 24 hours old.

I would draw attention to the need for
consideration of what other countries are
doing under circumstances similar to ours.
The lighter rainfall regions of Africa—say,
from the Limpopc River to the Kalahari
Desert—are comparable with much of Aus-
tralia, even to the baobab trees being pre-
sent as they are in the Kimberleys.

There are regions in the southern States
of America, from the Gulf of Mexico across
southern California to Arizona, to places
like Tucson, and down to the Mexican
border, almost identical with Central Aus-
tralia, where the cattle industry flourishes,
hut where more intensive activity has
been shown in the type of beast tc be
grown under their conditions. In portions
of that region they benefit from the great
Colarado River, but in many parts the
pursuits are only pastoral.

My point in mentioning these other
lands, which it has been my privilege to
visit, is to draw attention to the fact that
where other lands have a development of
8 kind which might be suited to our cir-
cumstaneces, the greatesi amount of re-
search that is possible should be made,
in an endeavour to introduce those things
which might be beneficial to us in the
building of our country and particularly
that part if it which at present is only
partly productive.

That development includes water use,
cultivation of plants and crops suited to
other parts of the world and types of stock
adaptable to our use. I have mentioned
the karakul sheep, but there have heen
evolved also strains of cattle—particularly
in the African country—irom the Brah-
min-Hereford cross, which have revolu-
tienised beef production in that part of the
British Commonwealth,

The Brahmin-Hereford cross—now a
fixed brefd-—has mothérs, at three years,
weighing from 1,500 to 1,800 1b., and their
calves, from six to seven months, weighing
300 to 400 Ib. Therefore, this is a breed
of which we should sit up and take notice.

‘T admit that, because of the blue tongue
disease; because of the foot and mouth
disease; and because of the endemic
diseases of the native fauna of South
Africa, there are quarantine difficulties
which would foree us to be extremely care-
ful about what{ we introduce and how we
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do it. But our difficulties could be over-
come by, for example, artiflcial insemina-
tion; and the overcoming of our difficulties
would place us on a level with countries
a great deal more backward in some re-
spects than ours, but more forward in
athers and, in those other respects, we
should profit by the experience of those
other countries.

I am tryving to convey the thought that
in many parts of the world, much has been
done in giving attention to the scientific
side of plants and the promotion of the
production of them, as they are particu-
larly suited to the local climate. There-
fore, although our country is difficult of
terrain and short of water, I think that
we could follow the example that has been
set in those parts of the world. In recent
years the C.8.I.R.Q. has made great strides
and done remarkable work in the ex-
change of seeds of plants from those coun-
tries, which seeds and plants are now being
propagated and cultivated in Australia.

Some years ago I brought to this State,
from the experimental station in Tucson,
some seeds of grasses which are now
flourishing in this country. They are
grasses which will stand an 18-month dry
period and, with irrigation, may be cut at
bi-monthly periods. I relate these facts
as being of great moment to the drier, the
arid and semi-arid parts of this continent.

If we go further afield and follow what
has been done in the State of Texas in the
fixing of the Santa-Gertruda breed of
cattle, we will haVe something which should
be highlighted; znd although there is
already a stud of this breed of cattle in
Australia, in my view the Government
should interest itself by starting a settle-
ment of Santa-Gertruda cattle, because
around the North Kimberleys, in general,
we have almost identical conditions to
those which they are used to in their
natural state. The conditions in that part
of our State are very similar to those per-
taining in much of the State of Texas.
Members may recall that I asked some
questions in the House last year as {o
whether the Government would be inter-
ested in taking such a step.

I believe that much of our drier lands
could he benefited if a complete review,
on a national basis, were made of the water
potential. It is significant that most of the
irrigated land of Australia is in the tem-
perate parts. That is where crops are
easier to grow all the year through, com-
pared to the growing conditions in the
drier and hotter regions.

We have made a start in our humble
but important parts of the South-West; in
our irrigated areas made possible by bene-
ficent Government advances; in areas
whieh have had incremental values given
to owners beyond all expectations; but I
think we should realise how important it is
to look further afleld. We should realise
how important it is to take a proper view
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of the situation and not to say that, be-
cause the Harvey and adjacent districts
have benefited, we should not try some-
thing tougher. I suggest that something
much more is needed; namely, a review of
areas which are not so pleasant to live
in and which are much harder to develop.

Throughout Australia, every State has

its own irrigation scheme. If members will
look at Chapter 9 of the latest Common-
wealth Year Book I think they will find
in that part dealing with the review of the
water resources of Australia, that Victoria
is the maost irrigated State, although the
smallest. All of that State’s important
areas are under the control of State
authorities or local! authorities.

The Murray River Authority. with its
associated activities, goes back, of course,
to the early part of this century, when its
development commenced in az small way.
In Queensland, from the Atherton Table-
lands down, we have the Barron River
which now furnishes the water for the tob-
acco industry at Mareeba through the
Burdekin rigcht down to the Dawson
River. In those areas they grow cotton un-
der irrigation. I suggest that we in this
State could do something similar to
Queensland if we received the Common-
wealth help which we deserve and need to
cultivate our tropical areas.

Now that the gigantic Snowy River
Scheme is almost half-completed—and
it will have a2 tremendous impact on
production as well ag on living conditions
because of the generation of electric power
from it—there appear to be only two large
schemes left in Australia which have been
jnvestigated to some extent and each will
be of benefit to us. I refer to the Bradfield
scheme and to the Ord River scheme.

The Bradfield scheme was propounded
by the late Dr. J. J. C. Bradfield, a remark-
able engineer and a famous Australian, He
was the man who built the Sydney Harhour
Bridge and, throughout his life, he was
firm in the belief that all of the upland
country of Northern Queensland should be
used to turn the raging torrents of rivers—
which obtained there for six months of the
year—inland instead of that water flowing
east a few miles to tip itself into the sea.
His scheme was to turn the water from
the Burdekin and the Herbert rivers into
the Thompson and the Diamantina, and
ultimately for it to flow into Lake Eyre,

Bradfield’s scheme was criticised greatly,
but it is true to say that if his ideas had
much substance—I have no doubt that they
had substance—it would mean that all of
that area of 1,500 miles in western Queens-
land, northern New South Wales and the
northern areas of South Australia would
benefit to a tremendous exfent in the
pastoral sense.

In addition, however, I recall that the
estimate that was made at the time showed
that 4,000 square miles of irrigable land
could be brought into intensive cultivation.
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This area is greater than that used for
the whole of the greater Murray scheme.
Dr. Bradfield, not long before he died, esti-
mated the cost at £40,000,000. However,
what if it were to cost £140,000,000? If the
scheme were put into operation tens of
thousands of millions of gallons of water
which daily Aow inic the Pacific Ocean
from those three large rivers I have men-
tioned—which have their sources not far
inland from Cairns—would be harnessed
and put to excellent use.

If those rivers could possibly be turned
westward, what a difference it would make,
for example, to that rich pastoral country
which now suffers from drought and ecli-
matic extremes to a great extent. I refer
to the Channel country. What a difference
it would make, net enly in cur production,
but also in the living conditions of the
people who reside in that 1,500 miles of
Australian ferritory!

In addition to the rivers that would be
affected by Dr. Bradfield's proposals, there
are many rivers in Australia of a perman-
ent character which flow northward, either
into the Gulf of Carpentaria, the Arafura
Sea, or the Timor Sea; which flow unim-
peded and, in some years; vigorously for six
or seven months of the year. There is not
one bit of settlement on their banks ex-
cepting the territory which is used by the
pastoral industry.

The potential of rivers which flow west-
ward, such as the Leonard and the Fitzroy,
has never yet been measured. In this
State we have important bases for an ex-
tremely earnest probe to be made by quali-
fied engineers and scientists. Further down
our coast we have those rivers which flow
only periodieally, but which, nevertheless,
are imporfant. I refer to the Ashburton
and the Gascoyne. The Gascoyne River
flows through an area which enjoys a
rainfall of from eight to nine inches. Some
of its water-shed is much less than that,
but, because of the determination of some
people, it has heen used to develop the
land to such a point that a couple of
hundred families live in a place where 50
sheep used to graze.

Qur rivers of periedic flow are a difficult
proposition because, overnight, they may
become raging torrents, but they do not
present an epportunity for anyone to im-
pede their flow. The Gascoyne River has
had a measured flow of 1,000,000,000 gal-
lons per hour when in full flood, but there
is not a gorge or a range which would
give to an engineer any prospect of imped-
ing the flow of that river. There is no
prospect offered to any engineer to im-
pound these thousands of millions of gal-~
lons of water which flow inta the sea and,
therefore, the difficulty of water storage
does present itself, whether it be done by
clay bars—as have heen developed in
recent years—or by a series of clay dams
which would hold the water back to perco-
late through all the country around the
river and give to those people who are
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making their living from agriculture an
opportunity to live much easier than they
are now and with much less worry than
they have at the moment.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Is there a dam site
about 26 miles up the river?

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Yes, at Rocky
Pool. It is one that has attracted atten-
tion for & long time.

The engineers advise us that the level
is not sufficient to hold back the water. It
would go around the edges. An abutment
would need to be miles long fo be of any
consequence in holding back the water,

I _have referred to those rivers flowing
northwards into the Arafura Sea. It can
be safely said that from Cape York to
Cape Leveque there are sufficient rivers
which, if utilised as rivers in other coun-
tries are utilised, could sustain a popula-
tion much bigger than the millions of
people Australia already contains. I am
not saying that this suggestion could be
put into effect under Australian conditions.
I am saying that if some other nations had
this land they would use it and the rivers.
They would be able to find richness from
the land, and a better way of life than
that to which they are used.

That brings me back to the question
of the national importance of this develop-
ment, because these rivers affect more than
one State, just as the Murray River affects
three States. The proposal for the Ord
River affects Western Australia, and even
to a greater degree the Northern Territory.
After all, the Ord River proposals do not
affect only land on Argylle Station or at
Ivanhoe. They affect the vast plains of
the Baines River which runs into the Vie-
toria River, the land at Auvergne Station
and the land at Newry across the border,
adjoining Argylle Station. Much of this
land had been taken up and developed by
the Durack family from 1880 onwards.

Those proposals for the Ord River also
affect the land which was the subject of
Dr. Steinberg’s recommendations in 1939,
and the land for which a Jewish settlement
was proposed and for which guarantees of
millions of pounds were forthcoming, had
it been possible for the Government teo
implement Dr. Steinberg's report. 1 was
then Minister for Lahds and I know of all
those negotiations. I feel sure there is
much in the recommendations that is prac-
ticable.

Regarding the prosposals put forward by
Dr. Steinberg—although there is not the
necessity for a Jewish settlement—all the
components for the settiement of the kind
he envisaged are to be found in that region.
You might reecall, Mr. President, that as
Minister for Lands you travelled through
that country in company with an officer
¢t the Department of Agriculture, and you
saw some experiments being carried out in
the growing of sorghum and cotton. That
was in 1931 or 1932. At that time, and
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prior to it, some bhales of cotton and some
tons of peanuts came out of the North
to Perth. At that time, and before, most
extensive experiments were carried out
over a large area. An officer of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, who was on his own,
had a large district to cover, from Wynd-
ham to Broome, and later on extending
further south. A wide range of crops was
then grown.

Crops have heen grown since at the
Ord River Research Station much more
intensively. Continuously since that time,
many plants have been introduced from
the countries of the world I referred to
earlier, some with marked success and
some with failure. Even African Wonder
grass was introduced into that counftry in
1924 and planted at Auvergne. It is still
there, growing luxuriously. I know, and 1
am in a position to know,

" The Hon. H. C. Strickland: You planted
Ib.

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: I was the officer
concerned. I do not wish to intrude any
kind of e¢go into these remarks, but I
wish to illustrate that the potential of our
North and the necessity for the devolop-
ment of its rivers and the land—even
though emphasised 30 years ago by en-
thusiastic people—are just as muech evi-
dent today; I think there is & much greater
need today.

The Rural Reconstruction Commission,
in its eighth report, reviewed the Showy
River scheme, the Bradfield scheme and
the Ord River scheme. The members of
that Commission presented to the Com-
monwesglth Government certain points of
view—strongly held by them—some of
which have been mentioned in the Com-
monwealth Year Book,

As regards the Ord River scheme, the
final summary of the Commission is in the
following ferms:—

Provided that:—

(a) Defence Authorities do not
oppose the development of
Northern Australia;
satisfactory results are ob-
tained in tests now heing
made by engineers as to the
suitability of the dam site;
investigations show that the
proposed dam would not be
subject to rapid siltation; and
the recent soil and topo-
graphic surveys show that a
considerable area of suitable
soil can be commanded by ir-
rigation water without great
difficulty;
the Commission is of the epinion that
the scheme should@ be proceeded with
and that the Commonwealth should
offer to discuss with the Government
of Western Australia, bases on which
the whole scheme can he developed
and on which the research station can
be staffed and financed.

(o

{c)

)
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That was written in 1944, The Commis-
sion went further and made the following
recommendation:—

It would be wise to send one or two
Australian agronomists to those irri-
gation areas in North Africa which
have a comparable climate, to obtain
information about methods and condi-
tions, in the expectation that such
studies would be useful in any irriga-
tion scheme in the Kimberleys or in
other portions of Northern Austraha.

Although that passage has been referred
to in Commonwealth circles in successive
years, nothing has heen done by the Com-
monwealth of its own volition; something
has been done by it under pressure,

From a motion moved in this House in
1954 by the Hon. A. R. Jones, which started
off an all-party committee for the purpose
of going to Canberra and making repre-
sentations in connection with the develop-
ment of the North, a watertight case was
presented in 1955. But nothing happened
for more than two years. In spite of pres-
sure by the previous Government of this
State, in spite of repeated requests as to
the intentions of the Commonwealth in
regard to the proposals for the Kimberleys,
and in spite of the taxation disabilities
suffered by the residents of the North-
West, nothing was heard about the result
of the approach by the committes until
December, 1957. Then the first funds
amounting to £2,500,000 were made avail-
ahle.

That assistance was granted after much
disinterestedness and dilatoriness on the
part of those responsible in Commonwealth
circles. I submit that the implementation
of the plan is urgently needed. Not only
the experimentation at the Ord River, but
also the work in rice growing on the Fitz-
roy, stand out as signals to a naticnal Gov-
ernment as to what must be its responsi-
bility in promoting development, wherever
development is possible in that under-
populated region.

To such young men as K. M. Durack,
the first officer in charge of the research
station at the Ord who did much in that
sphere until he turned his attention to the
Fitzroy; to many others who were inter-
ested in the North, such as Geofirey Drake-
Brockman, the first Commissioner of the
North-West; the late Tom Brennan; Eric
Stoddart; and to the other engineers con-
cerned, a debt is owed. If their words of
advice, and the advice of the officers in
the other Governmenf departments had
heen heeded—I am speaking of the late
1920's—the Ord River proposals would not
now be proposals, but accomplished facts.

Those proposals would have taken their
place in a national sphere in front of the
Snowy River proposals. A better utilisa-
tion should be made of that land so that
we can show to the world at large—in
particular to the International Food
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Organisation and the underfed peoples—
that this land can be made to preduce not
only for our own needs, but, if required, it
can also be used to produce food for them.

On the Ord River Research Station,
sugar has been a dominant crop. Various
types of cane, including Badilla and other
well kEnown types grown in Queensland,
have given yields in excess of the yields
from cane grown in Queensland—with or
without irrigation—and also in excess of
the yields from -the Burdekin area.

1 remember discussing the subject of
sugar cane growing with Sir Arthur Fad-
den, whom I have known for a long time.
He represents a sugar district. He wasg of
the opinion that it would be calamitous
for any sugar {o be grown putside Queens-
land. Had Western Australia asked for a
quota for sugar growing, tremendous con-
sequences would have been raised.

Even if this State were not permitted to
sell the sugar it produced, the crop could
be converted into power alcohol which could
be used if oil cannot he found in this
country. The faet remaing that the Ord
River district has a potential not only in
irrigable crops which can be harvested, but
in crops with natural forage. As in the
Argentine, the latter crops could feed cattle
within 10 miles of the works in which they
are te be slaughtered, That would enable
the cattle to be walked for hundreds of
miles, but yet to put on hundreds of pounds
in weight before being killed.

Terrific delays have occurred in imple-
menting the proposals for the Ord River
scheme. It is a long time since interested
people, who anticipated some way of im-
pounding that tremendous volume of water,
first went into that area. The gorge itself
is an engineer’s dream. There is no pro-
biem at all to impound the water, because
of the sheer precipitous eliffs to be found.
There are abutments which would stand
any foundation or pressure.

Even if there are doubts on the economic
side, in some aspects of this develcpment,
they are far outweighed by the need to do
something, even uneconomically as a start,
in that region.

I recall being responsible, in the Govern-
ment in 1945, for sending an engineer to
report on that dam site. What I have said
to the House this evening would indicate
that my interest has not been spasmodic
or cf a short-term nature; it goes back a
long way.

I hope that every stimulus this Govern-
ment can give to that work, and to the
others that are mentioned in the Speech
—ohe was the subject of a questicn hy
the Leader of the Qpposition in this Cham-
bher this afterncon—will be given: and that
these matters will not in any way ke the
playthings of politics, or be delayed be-
cause some other opinjon or point of view
is wanted, or because the Government
wishes to change something that anather
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Government sought to do. I want these
matters viewed in a broad national sense,
shorn of politics altogether. Let us gel
on and do something; and not ellow these
things, in any way, to stay put.

Just as a brief summary of what I have
tried to say, I point out that in this, the
driest of all the continents, it is 4 national
matter to conserve, where practicable,
water for use in its many ways, because
the basis of the limits of the population
which this continent can sustain rests, in
the ultimate, on the availability of water.
This obtains not only where rains are
plentiful, but, more particularly, in that
part of the State where rains are not

regular; where the climate is not so pleas-

ant as it is in the southern districts. I hope
there will be a getting on with the job,
that the various opinions which are held
in connection with the ways and means of
development can bhe merged and not used
as counter-arguments, one against the
other. Above all, I trust that there will
be some progress with the works I have
mentioned.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West) [5.33): May I echo those wishes
which have been mentioned by previous
speakers on the election of Mr. Ron.
Thompson to the Legislative Council of
this State. I alsc extend my good wishes
to Mr. Griffith and Mr, Logan on their
being appointed Ministers of the Crown.
I wish them well; and likewise I extend
my congratulations to the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Strickland).

Probably if one were to examine the
debates on the Address-in-reply since
Hansard has been reporting these debates
in various Parliaments, one would find no
better way of gauging the terrific changes
that have taken place by way of inter-
ference by Government in the various
activities of ordinary life. This applies
particularly, I feel, since the turn of the
century—in the last 50 years—since when
Governments have been given to enlarging
their scope of activity almost annually,
until today it is just about impossible to
select any activity without finding some
form of governmenfal interference. This
interference might be by way of assistance,
but it is practically always present in the
form of taxation.

Side by side with the changes that have
taken place in the scope and activity of
Government, there has also been a definite
change within Parliament itself, Up until
the turn of the century, and perhaps a
little later, the power and strength of a
particular party within Parliament—both
in Australia and overseas—was nothing
as apparent as it is today. Parliaments
tended to be an association of Independent
members loosely grouped together within
their parties, whereas today we find the
Independent—as he was known in those
days—is practically unknown. I, person-
ally, do not think that is a bad thing.
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Our form of Parliament tends to bring
about a change as conditions require it.
But I do feel there are certain forms of
protection which were inbuilt into the
Parliaments of 50 or 60 years ago, but
which are lost today. In particular, I con-
sider the hasic protection of the individual
has tended to be neglected. I think we
should, perhaps, look at the strength of
the older forms of Parliament in previous
times, and some of the weaknesses of to-
day, and see whether some improvements
can be effected,

Over recent decades, it has become
apparent that both Governments and
Oppositions throughout the world have
tended to think in {erms of ease of admin-
istration rather than in terms of the pro-
tection of individugsls. We, as a British
people, have rested content since the time
of the Stuarts in the belief that cur people
are protected under the rule of law. We
have gradually evolved a system of Parlia-
ment which has three distinct and separate
powers. We have the executive power; the
legislative power; and the judicial power.
Although they are linked in some ways,
they are quite separate in others.

We have, in particular, a set of courts
which have grown up, completely divorced
from both the executive and the legisla-
ture, and on which—under what is com-
monly referred to as the rule of law—we
rely for the protection of our people. We
have heen proud—and justifiably so—of
the way in which our courts have worked,
free from political interference; free from
corruption; and dispensing a justice which
is admitted by &ll and is obvious to all.
Until recent times we rested—quite rightly
—content in that system. We were quite
eorrect in our belief that it gave the in-
dividual the protection he required.

As far as it went, that was excellent.
But aver the last 50 years we have seen
the repecated growth of an entirely new
form of law. Against this form of law, the
courts have not given protection or ex-
tended the rule of law which had always
previously obtained. The courts gave pro-
tection against what I shall call, for want
of a better term, the legislative and com-
moh law. Bubt we have seen the repeated
growth, over the last 50 years, of adminis-
trative law, against which our complete
system of judicial justice has not been
suited to give the protection that our
ordinary law courts give under the legis-
lative and common law.

I am inclined to believe that, under the
mixed and rather hotchpotch system that
we have developed to deal with appeals
from the decisions of the administrative
law, in the main justice has bheen dispensed.
But I am positive that the public is not
convinced that justice has been done. QOne
of the reasons for this, of course, goes
back to the old adage that justice must not
only be done, but must also appear to be
done.
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Despite the faect that I think that, in
the main, under the decisions given by
way of administrative law, justice has prob-
ably been done to the ordinary person, 1
am absolutely positive the public does not
believe it. I would go so far as to say
that is is generally believed thal many
courts dealing with administrative matters
are inclined to be tainted with corruption.
That, of course, in any form of legal or
semi-legal proceedings, is a bad thing and
a bad attitude.

I feel that with the complexity of
modern Government, administrative law is
here fo stay. It is not a solution to say,
“Let us cut it out and dispense with all
forms of licenses, regulations, and all the
rest of it.” That is no solution; and it
will be increasingly less of a solution as
time goes on.

I would, however, like to make a sug-
gestion which I feel could lead in the
direction of a solution. I sugeest.that we
should establish an administrative law
court. This is not a revolutionary idea; for
at the present time we have, indeed, many
forms of administrative law courts. We
have also several forms of courts that have
been set up to deal with speeiflc aspects
of law. We do not rely on the ordihary
courts to handle all types of law. The
classic example is the Arbitration Court
which has been set up to deal with indus-
trial laws and agreements; and which, in
the main has worked very well.

There are, of course, a number of other
courts—I call fhem courts advisedly—
which have been set up to deal with ad-
ministrative matters and appeals. Some
appeals fromm the administrative de-
¢isions ean, of course, be taken to the local
courts. The court I envisage should con-
sist of a person gualified to be a Supreme
Court judge; and he would be paid and
given the status of a Supreme Court judge.

It might be argued that this would put
an additional cost on to the people and
that the expense would be too high. I
hope that at a later date I shall prove
there are methods of cutting down these
costs; and, indeed, that a court such as I
suggest can be the means of pulting us a
little bit in front, finaneially; bhecause once
we establish an administrative law court,
we will have no need for boards as they
are at present constituted. In other words,
the court would not be additional to a lot
of the boards and tribunals at present
existing, but would take the place of many
of them.

I feel that such a court should take over
the licensing functions of all of the present
tribunals, and deal with the granting of
such licences as those required for hotels,
bookmakers, land agents, auctioneers, ete.
The present control boards would, as I say,
need to be reconstituted. As an example,
I suggest that the Betting Control Beard
should be established on a part-time basis,
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and should consist of representatives of,
say, the Commissioner of Stamps, the
Commissioner of Police, the Turf Club,
and the Bookmakers’ Association. That
board would decide whether or not any
particular application should be opposed.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Would the
punters come into it?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I do not
think so. The board would decide on the
issue of licenses and, if an offence was
committed against the Act, the board could
take action before the administrative
law court, either to suspend the re-
newal of a license or to inflict some other
appropriate penalty.

Similarly, I would say that the Licensing
Court would disappear and, in its place, we
would have a licensing board which could
consist of a representative of the Commis-
sioner of Police, an architect, & health in-
spector, an accountant and a representa-
tive of the hotels association. I suggest
those men hecause the board would want
an architect to study plans, an accountant
to look at the business side, and a health
inspector for obvious reasons. They would
have much the same powers as I have
already explained in relation to the Bet-
ting Control Board.

We have a perfect example of this al-
ready operating in the State in the form
of the Land and Estate Agents Control
Board; it operates in much the same way
as I am suggesting these other boards
should operate. I should now like to men-
fion the financial aspect of establishing
a court of this type: The full-time Betting
Control Board cost this State in 1957-58
the sum of £19,238.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Nearly as much
as the Legislative Council.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: Ailmost,
but it does less good. The Licensing Court
cost the State £8,275. Transferring those
boards on te a part-time basis, such as I
have suggested, and with the obvious econ-
omies that could he eflected, the State
would be more than able to pay for the
services of a qualified lawyer, if his pay
was the same as that of a Supreme Court
judge and if he were given the services of
an associate. A{ present ¥ think a Supreme
Court judge receives £3,600; and his asso-
ciate is not very highly paid. So it can
be seen that economies could be effected
by the elimination of any one of these
boards and the setting up of an adminis-
trative law court such as I have suggested.

All licenses would be issued out of the
administrative law court and any opposi-
tien to such issues would be heard hefore
the court; and being a court, of course, the
judge would give reasons for his findings.
At present courts such as the Licensing
Court sit, hear the evidence and give their
decisions. It has always been thought de-
plorable that any court should give =
judgment on something and not give a
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reason for it. To hear evidence and say,
“No,"” and not say why the answer was
“No,"” is a most undesirable state of affairs.
I am firmly convinced that the set-up I
have suggested would change the public
view on the issue of any license. Too often
‘we hear the view expressed that corrup-
“tion has the main say over justice. I do
‘not say that that expression of opinion is
‘correct, but it is heard too often for the
-common good. We have all heard it, and
we hear it in the streets every time one
©f these courts sits and gives a decision
one way or the other.

Many bodies such as the local govern-
ing authorities, town planning authorities,
Ministers of the Crown and so on have con-
siderable discretionary power over the is-
sue of permits, and in the making of cer-
tain decisions. I believe that in the main
those powers should remain, where they
are already governed hy the various Acts,
but a right of appeal from those decisions
should lie not to the Minister, as is the
position at present, but to the administra-
tive law court. I have been here for only
three years but I have forgotten on how
many occasions I have heard it said that
The appeal is from Caesar unto Caesar.”
The proposal I am putting forward this
evening would cut out all of that.

It may be that certain Ministers might
feel that if my suggestion were adopted
there would be a loss of flexibility; but I
believe it is a flexibility they could afford
to lose in the interests of the protection of
the ordinary man and woman. If would
relieve them fromi much political pressure
if the appeal were taken to an administra-
tive law court.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How would you
get on where an Act of Parliament says,
“The board, subject to the Minister
shall . . . ”"?

The Hon. G. C. MacEKINNON: As I men-
tioned bezfore, the board in question would
‘have to be reconstituted and we would
have to deal with all Acts which contained
such a proposal. Where an Act says, “The
‘board, subject to the Minister shall,” it
virtually means an appeal to the Minister;
and I am suggesting that an appeal should
ne longer be to the Minister, There ate
other types of appeals, such as those from
land tax assessments, local authority rating
and the like; they could also lie with the
court.

The point I have been trying to make
is that we want to extend the rule of law
50 that it will cover not only legislative
and common law, through the ordinary
law courts, but will also cover adminis-
trative law. In doing this there is ane
pther big difficulty. In the main, most of
the appeals against decisions under ad-
‘ministrative law will be against powerful
.organisations, such as Iocal authorities,
State Government instrumentalities, and
-perhaps the State Government itself. In
such cases the obvious advantage rests
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with the large organisations ahd I believe
that in setting up this court we should
take another fairly drastic step; we should
place on the Government instrumentality
the onus of proving that its decision was
the right one.

That is a fairly sweeping step to take,
but we have to remember that this court
wilt not deal with discussions or arguments
between individuals, but with problems as
they lie between a powerful organisation
and an individual. In all such cases the
individual would inevitably be at some dis-
advantage. As I said, I am of the opinion
that the onus of proving that the original
decision was the right one should rest with
the taxation authorities, the local govern-
ing bodies, the State boards and the like.
To support my belief that appeals from
decisions under administrative law should
lie with a court, I would like to read
a quotation from a paper called News
Letter of the International Congress of
Jurists, No. 6, March-April, 1959. The
extract reads—

In modern conditions and in par-
ticular in societies which have under-
taken the positive task of providing
welfare services for the community it
is recognised that legislatures may
find it necessary to delegate power to
the executive or other agencies fto
make rules having a legislative charac-
ter.

The grant of such powers should ke
within the narrowest possible limits
and should carefully define the extent
and purpose of delegated legislation
and should provide for the procedure
by which it ¢an be brought into effect.

Public emergency threatening the
life of a nation may require extensive
delegation of powers. Even in such
cases, however, the rule of law requires
that every attempt be made by the
Legislature to define as carefully as
possible the extent and the purpose
of the grant of such delegated powers,
and the procecdure by which such dele-
gated legislation is to be brought into
effect.

In no event shall fundamental
human rights be abrogated by means
of delegated legislation.

To ensure that the extent, purpose
and procedure appropriate to delegated
legislation are observed, it is essential
that it should ke subject to ultimate
review by a judicial body independent
of the executive.

In general, the acts of the executive
which directly and injuriously affect
the person or property or rights of
the individual should be subjeet to
review by the courts.

The judicial review of acts of the
executive may be adequately secured
either by a specialised system of ad-
ministrative courts or by the ordinary
courts. Where specialised courts do
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not exist it is essential that the
decisions of aed hoc administrative tri-
bunals and agencies, if created (which
includes all administrative agencies
meaking determinations of a judieial
character), should be subject to ulti-
mate review by ordinary courts.

Since this supervision cannot always
amount to a full re-examination of
the facts, it is essential that the pro-
cedure of such ad hoc t$ribunals and
agencies should ensure the - funda-
mentals of fair hearing including the
right to be heard, if possible in public,
to have advance knowledge of the
rules governing the hearing, to ade-
quate representation, to know the op-
posing case, and to receive a reasoned
judgement.

Save for sufficient reason to the con-
trary, adequate representation should
include the right to legal counsel.

It will have been noted, of course, that
this paper suggests a specialised system of
administrative courts, or hearings by the
ordinary courts. I believe it is preferable
to have an administrative law court as
such, because the courts, as they exist to-
day, are set up to deal with legislative or
common law; and in dealing with that
their methods tend to become cumbersome.
In dealing with a new body of law I think
it would bhe better to set up a specialised
system of courts.

One other advantage of the court I have
sugegested is that it would automatically
be able to have its own legal opinions to
refer to after it had been in existence for
a short time. Today a lawyer can look
back at cases over many years—Cases
which have been heard in the ordinary
courts—and advise his clients one way or
the other. But the lawyer has not the
advantage of being able to refer to records
of how the evidence was heard, because
under the present system there is no basis
for it. After a short period of time the
administrative law court would have its own
legal opinions and case history to which it
could refer. The administrative law court
would be able to do what the Taxation
Board of Review is doing at present. This
board issues its findings on each case and
they are proving to be most valuable to
accountants and lawyers.

I also suggest that this court should sit
in country towns suech as Geraldton, Nor-
tham, Kalzoorlie, Albany, Narrogin, Bun-
bury and Collie. By doing this the country
areas would be getting some form of ad-
ministrative justice, and also it would he
assisting decentralisation. I am fully
aware that what I have suggested is an
ideal, and that there are many aspects of
it which would need study angd clarifica-
tion,

It may well be that there are insur-
mountable difficulties in the way of solving
the problem hy this method—difficulties
that I have not been ahle to see. But I
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feel this plan does present a solution to
a problem which is becoming progressively
worse, Whether or not this solution is the
ideal one, I would suggest that it does
constitute a solution, and I would ask
members to give the matter some thought
in the hope that we might give the in-
dividual, under a complete rule of law,
the freedom and independence which is
surely his most precious heritage.

THE HON. R. F. HUTCHISON (Subur-
bar) (6.2]: In speaking to the debate on
the Address-in-reply, I would like to offer
my congratulations to Mr. Thempson on
his election to this House, as the new
Labour member for the West Province., I
also extend my felicitations to you,
Sir, and to the members of the Cabinet.

On reading His Excellency the Governor's
Speech it occurred to me that it was a
good comment on the achievements of the
Labour Government. There are many
things that were carried out by the Hawke
Government which stand to the credit of
Western Australiz, Some of those under-
takings have been of special interest, and
I hope the present Government will con-
tinue many of those referred to in His Ex-
cellency’s Speech; I hope they will expand
others, and bring to Ifruition those that
have been commenced. I will comm-
ent further on these special matters when
I arrive at that part of my speech.

The first {ribute I would like to
pay to the previous Government is in the
matter of housing. I must mention this,
because it was on the guestion of housing
that the Hawke Government was returned
in 1953, At that time there was consterna-
tion at Belmont when it was discovered by
the British workers and tradesmen, who
had been brought out from England, that
the Government of the day—the McLarty-
Watts Government—did not intend to
honour the undertaking given to those
workers to the effect that they would be
found homes within six months of their
arrival. The flats they were put into were
very primitive at the time, although they
have been improved since, but they were
told that they were to remain there perm-
anently.

I was canvassing around that district at
the time, and when I received a complaint
from these people I immediately led =2
deputation to the Housing Commission and
had the matter investigated. On taking of-
ﬁce the Minister for Housing (Mr. Graham)
immediately put into effect the promise
made by the McLarty-Watts Government
that these men, who had a Government
‘stamp on their papers when they came out,
would be guaranteed s home within six
months of their coming to Western Aust-
ralia. Although it was misunderstood in
some cases al the time, those men were
provided with houses through the Housing
Commission at the earliest possible
moment; they were given preference.
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In three years the Hawke Government
overcame the drastic housing shortage
that obtained in Western Ausiralia at
‘the time. This Government has in-
herited one of the greatest achievements
in Australasia; and that would apply to
New Zealand as well. When I was in
New Zealand last Christmas, and I told
the people there that we had overcome,
in a practical way, our housing problem,
they would not believe me. If one went
to Victoria or South Australia and told
the people the same thing, they would also
be dubious. When I sald we had sur-
mounted the tremendous obstacle which
private enterprise was not prepared to take
on, they found it most difficult to believe.
Recently, we have heard much about pri-
vate enterprise, but private enterprise was
not prepared to take on the ordinary cot-
tage building for the State. It was left to
the Government of the day — a Labour
Government — to overcome that difficulty.

We find now that we have entered a
phase where we can turn our minds to
thinking in terms of single-unit Aats. As
we all know, the previous Government
put a stop to the cruel evictions which
had been caused by the rents and tenancies
legislation. The first task that the Labour
Government had placed on its shoulders,
was to prevent people from being thrown
into the streets. The Minister acted
swiftly, and directed that anyone who re-
ceived an eviction order was to be given
the preference of a house. It fs only be-
cause that policy was carried out that it
helped to cushion the dreadful effects of
that most drastic legislation; namely, the
Rents and Tenancies Emergency Provi-
gions Act, which was passed in this Cham-

er.

The effect of that legislation was to send
rents skyrccketing, and it created a situa-
tion in Western Australia which was about
comparable to that which exists today,
because of the unemployment that is
occurring. A woman who had been look-
ing forward to retiring in comfort after
many years of nursing, brought to my
notice today that she was most dis-
appointed to find that the flats which
were to be built at South Perth by the
Hawke Government were now not o be
proceeded with.

It was a great blow to me to hear that
complaint. I have had numercous other
complaints while I have been in Parlia-
ment. FHundreds of applications have been
made to me, asking whether I could help
these people who needed single-unit accom-
modation.
and siringent years through which we
passed after the cessation of hostilities—
years when we were faced with great
shortages—it is difficult to appreciate the
decision not to proceed with the proposed
erection of the flats at South Perth, par-
ticularly is that so when we know it is

When we consider the hard-
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generally admitted that the housing posi-
tlon in Western Australia is the best in the
Commonwealth, in Australia and New
Zealand.

We have now reached the stage when
these people can he, and deserve to be,
catered for. Many of them have worked
long years, and are now looking forward
to retirement in the comparative comfort
of their own homes, where they wish to
enjoy the evening of their lives, We find,
however, that the present Government has
decided not to proceed with the building
of these single-unit flats, and I am won-
dering whether anything can be done to
persuade the present Minister to treat this,
not as a political matter, but as an urgent
need of the community, that could be sup-
plied with no trouble or inconvenience to
anybody.

In St. George's Terrace, blocks of single-
unit flats are being erected by private
enterprise—about which we have heard so
much. But I am sure we will find that
they are far beyond the purse of the people
about whom I am speaking, They are be-
ing built in a select area near the town
and will be beyond the means of the
ordinary person.

The Hon. A. F. Grifith: How many
single-unit flats were there in the South
Perth project?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I under-
stand the project was contemplated in
order to fill that want.

The Hon, A, F. Griffith: How many were
there?

The FRESIDENT: Order! I must ask
the Minister to keep order,

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: It's all
right, Mr. President. I can cope with the
Minister when the time comes. I would
like to say a word in passing—as I did in
my previous speech—on the preservation
of the wildflowers and other flora in this
State. We have heard a lot from the Min-
ister about tourism, and I must say
straightaway that I am not against it. I
agree with him entirely on that subject.
I have mentioned this before, but I would
again point out to the Minister that we
have a wealth of native flora around
Perth; and on the read to Northam,
especially that which goes through the
hills. Some of that land on either side
of the road could be preserved and some
further north towards Geraldton—which
is in the territory of the Minister for Local
Government—as a sanctuary for our wild-
flowers. This would help bring millions of
pounds to the State.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: Have you seen
the wildflowers in Esperance?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Yes. I
am speaking how of a simple approach
that would cost the State practically
nothing, When I was going to Northam
last Sunday I noticed how the area was
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being built up almost to the roadside.
The country around Three Springs is
really beautiful, and if a few acres of wild-
flowers were grown and preserved now,
they would, in a few years’ time, return
untold wealth to this State as a tourist
attraction.

It is well known that our wildflowers are
unique and prehistoric, and it is well
worth preserving them for tourist purposes.
Together with the beautiful weather that
we have in the springtime, I could not
think of a greater money-spinner for this
State. If development is allowed to con-
tinue at its present rate, these wildBowers
of curs will soon be extinet. I hope the
Minister will give thii matter some
thought, and that he will'take that aspect
into consideration when he establishes his
tourist resorts.

I now want to refer to the question of
education. The Hawke Labour Govern-
ment did a magnificent job for education
in this State. After that Government
took over from the McLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment it built 13 high schools. The pro-
vince that I represent has a fair share
of those schools.

The Hon. G. Bennetis: You have more
than your cut.

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: Not more

than our cut; I would say a fair share,.

George!

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
not in order in calling members by their
Christian names!

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: She is far too
familiar, I think,

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I do not
think there is any doubt that in the matter
of education the State owes much to the
Hawke Labour Government for what it
has done. I would now like to read an article
from the Parents & Citizens’ Federation
- magazine which I think points to the
necessity for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to make a special grant for educa-
tion in this State, or, alternatively, to take
it over as a Federal function. In my opin-
lon it should be a Federal matter, because
apparently we have not the money to do
full justice to the children of the State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Prior to the tea suspension I was about
to read an extract from the West Austra-
lian Parents & Citizens’ Federation journal
in relation to Commonwealth grants for
education. The publication is dated June,
1959, and the extract reads as follows:—

Continuing the serial commenced in
our May issue we again let the ex-
perts speak. When in March of this
year Mr. Hawke, then Premier of W.A,,
at the Premiers’ Conference, asked the
Prime Minister to have appointed a
Committee, similar to the Murray
Committee which investigated Austra-
lian TUniversities, to inquire into
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primary, secondary and technical
education in Australia he was told
that the proposal was not an attrac-
tive one. The Prime Minister admitted
the existence of the problem; he said
he could see it very clearly and that
he had great sympathy with it, but he
resisted the idea that the Common-
wealth should enter such “a very wide
fleld which could easily have the
most tremendous results on its own
finances,” and he reiterated the view
that the Commonwealth is making
large sums of money available to the
States, some of which is being spent
on educafion. Does this reply mean
that the Commonwealth cannot make
direct payments for State education?
If it does then here's what Sir Douglas
Copland, one of Australia’s leading
economists, wrote in The West Ausira-
lian of 30/10/58—and remember—
Sir Doguglas is an expert!

What is reguired is a conference
between authorities of the States and
the Commonwealth to agree upon the
magnitude of the problem and the
rescurces required to meet it. The
problem cannot be solved without ad-
ditional grants from the Common-
wealth to the States for the special
purpase of providing facilities for the
rapidly expanding population at the
teenage level, and for the increase in
demand for scientists in a technologi-
cal age. The problem is a national
one and therefore should he tackled
at a national level.

I think that the standard of education
in Australia is lagging. We are living in
an atomic age and we must attend to edu-
cation for the good of our nation. We
should ecall for a much larger grant for
education than is now the case in Austra-
lia. I should say that all States would re-
guire more money for universities; and
more money is required to prepare child-
ren to attend universities. The time will
come when the Commonwealth will, of
necessity, have to take education out of
the hands of the States so far as finance is
concerned, Like many other things, I think
education should be handled as an Aus-
tralia-wide matter, and not be the hotch-
potch that it is today with each State dif-
fering in its educational standards.

I would like to speak on some of the
works that have been carried out in my
province. All members know that we
have experienced many water supply pro-
blems and they know the task which con-
fronted Mr. Tonkin when he took office.
Members also know of the marvellous work
he performed in bringing our water
supplies up to their present standard.
In order to improve the water supply
position in the northern suburhs, large
feeder mains have been constructed
inn the Scarborough, North Beach
and Morley Park areas. Some of those
suburbs are in the area which I represent
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The building of the pipehead dam on
the Serpentine River made a valuable con-
tribution to the supply of water to the
metropolitan area; and when the diver-
sion dam is finished in time for use this
summer, it should be possible to have no
restrictions on the use of water. That is
great pews for this Staie and for the met-
ropolitan area in particular. As Mr. Wise
mentioned in his speech a short while ago,
water in this State is a basic problem. We
have the largest and the driest State in
Australia and the way the Labour Gov-
ernment faced the task which confronted
it when it came into office stands to its
eredit; and I hope that the Government
now in office will carry on in the same
manner as the previous Government and
surmount these problems which are caus-
ing great hardships to housewives when
water restrictions are imposed.

I think the Labour Government which
has just gone out of office has the distine-
tion of being the first Government for
many years to introduce a comprehensive
drainage scheme., This has alleviated great
hardship, especially in areas in my pro-
vince where a number of suburbs have
been affected by severe flooding. There
was severe flooding a couple of years ago
cn the border of Morley Park and Bedford
Park, and in the Canning districts. A drain
is now being put through near Coode-st.—
the hill is now being tunnelled through to
Browns Lake—and that will benefit the
surounding district.

The engineers are not sure abt the pres-
ent moment whether they will be able to
fully relieve the Morley Park district, but
I hope it will be effective there. 1 hope
this Government will earry on the work
which was commenced by the Hawke Lab-
our Government. The Hawke Government
gave much attention to the problem of
drainage and commenced a comprehensive
drainage scheme to relieve flooded areas.
In three years, an amount of £560,000 was
expended, and main drainage has heen pro-
vided in the Bayswater, Bentley, Victoria
Park, Carlisle, Canning, South Belmont,
Maylands and Inglewood areas. Jolimont
is included although it is not in my pro-
vince. I commend to the Minister that
he carry on with this scheme which is
iq lt’;lecessary for the people in those dis-
ricts.

The drainage scheme will add value to
the properties concerned and will be a
great source of mental relief to the people
when we have another wet winter. It is
a good thing that we are having a dry
season this year. I say that from a paro-
chial point of view as we are not suffering
from fooding.

I would like to comment on the light-
ing in Beaufort-st. It is quite an advantage
and it is lovely now to drive one’s ear un-
der those conditions. It would be a good
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thing if all the streets were well lit, as that
seems to be the answer to preventing trafiie
aceidents which cccur 50 often in the dimly
lit streeis in the metropolitan area.

In passing I would like to refer to the
consternation this Government is causing
by the curtailment or threatened curtail-
ment of railway services in the suburban
area. This affects me as a member. I
have here a circular put out by the W.A.
Loco Engine Drivers’, Firemen’s and
Cleaners’ Union drawing attention te the
fact that a threat has been made that an
investigation will be carried out in regard
to the suburban passenger service. This
will result in pgssengers being compelled
to travel in alreddy overcrowded buses at
greatly increased cost and considerable in-
convenience. The Hawke Labour Gov-
ernment provided the finance and gave the
people an efficient rail transport service.

Following the introduction of diesel rail-
cars the number of passengers carried in-
creased from 9,353,667 in 1955 to 13,352,866
for the year ended June, 1958. To further
improve this service, 10 additional railcars
are in the course of construction, addi-
tional stopping places are being provided
and improved methods of signalling have
been installed, Free parking areas have
been built at suburban stations and they
have been of great assistance in relieving
congestion and the rate of aceidents in the
city area. I hope there is to be no curtail-
ment of this service which the people of
Western Australia need very badly; and no
doubt they deserve it.

I wish to deal now with the question of
mental health; and in this regard I am
happy to see the improvements that have
been made at the Claremont Mental
Hospital. A lady I know returned from
overseas and brought back a report on the
methods used in other countries in the
training and educating of mentally afflicted
children. That report shows that we were
very backward in that respect until the
Hawke Government toock over and efiected
a number of improvements. I hope that
trend will be sustained, because further
improvement in that direction is badly
heeded.

The Nulsen Haven mentally incurable
children’s home was founded with con-
siderable help from the Hawke Govern-
ment; and that institution proved that a
committee of private people, including
many mothers, is capable of keeping such
a8 place going. When I was in Victoria
I looked over the Talbot epileptic colony,
and there I was told that Nulsen Haven
is an outstanding example of what such
a place should be; because it is a short-
stay home where children are kept in the
family and in the community and are not
put away, as was the case in the past,
to be forgotien by mofhers so over-
burdened that they could no longer hear
the strain,



[22 July, 1959.]

This is a new trend—to keep mentally
ill people in the community—and if it is
continued and money is spent in that way
there will soon be far fewer patients and
the expense that has had to be borne in
the past in meaintaining mental asylums,
which were places of detention, will be re-
duced. I hope the Government will con-
sider this aspect of the matter and will
do nothing to prevent the present forward
movement in the matter of mental health.
Dr, Moynagh of.  the Claremont Mental
Hospital is a fine man, and, if he is given
sufficient funds and assistance, I am sure
his work will be of great benefit to soclety
as a whole and will result in a saving to
the Government in the long run.

I ask the Minister to earry out the in-
tention of Mr. Hawke, who was Minister for
Child Welfare in the previous Governinent,
and see that the children’s portion of the
new mental home to be built at Guildford
will be sompleted first; because that is the
greatest need. Proper care of these children
is of the greatest benefit to society;
influences the happiness of many homes;
and affects all of us either directly or
indirectly. At present we are in some
measure catering for every category of the
mentally affeeted, from children upwards.

When I first entered Parliament, many
mothers with mentally afilicted children
had nowhere to twn; but now we have
Nulsen Haven and when, at Christmas time,
I saw the happy mothers there with their
children, I thought how well worth while
the effort to establizh that place had been.
There is a move at present to form a
society for the care of epileptics. I went
into that question in New Zealand, at the
end of last year, aznd in Victoria also.
Epileptics are a section of the people re-
ceiving very little help from the community
in general. There is much that could be
done to cater for their well-being; and
I think the necessity for work of this kind
should be brought before the public. be-
cause there is no real difference between
mental and physical illness,

I congratulate the Hawke Government
on having given so much help towards the
establishment of Ngal-a, which will be one
of the finest institutions of its kind in
Australia, when compieted. It was made
possible by the sympathy and help of the
former Minister for Child Welfare.

I turn now to a different question, and
one in eonnection with which I intended
to introduce a Bill last session. I now
appeal to the Minister to see that some-
thing is done to help deserted wives. I
was told, not long ago, that there are also
deserted husbands. Any deserted par-
ent has my sympathy, but it is deserted
wives, who have to struggle to look after
their children, with whom I am mos{ con-
cerned.

When a wife with young children is
deserted, she is left in a most vulnerable
and helpless position. If she obtains &
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court order against her husband, it is left
to her to collect the maintenance from him,
and her only recourse, if he fails to pay,
is to commit him to gaol. The Child Wel-
fare Department cannot do anything to
help her until she has done all she ¢an
do for herself under the law as it stands.

I think that it should be the responsi-
bility of the Child Welfare Department to
pay the maintenance to a deserted wife
after she has obiained a court order. and
then to recover it from the husband. It
would be an entirely different matier if a
man found he had to stand up to the de-
partment or the police, instead of just his
wife.

If a husband fails to pay maintenance
under a court order, all the wife can do
is to take out a warrant of commitment.
I have a great aversion io seeing any man
being gaoled by his wife. I feel that it
is wrong and does nothing to help society.
A great many women suffer misery rather
than send the father of their children t{o
prison. At present some women are forced
to take that course, in sheer desperation,
as the Child Welfare Depariment may not
help them unfil they have taken all pos-
sible steps to obtain the payments for
themselves, I-believe that the law should
be amended to allow the husband's wages
to be garnisheed to recover maintenance
payments. That course is followed in re-
gard to money owing to the Taxation De-
partment, and I think deserted children
have an even greater call on the father’s
wages.

At present I believe that spite on the
part of either partner to the marriage has
some effect, but I do not like to see a
deserting husband committed to prison, be-
cause such a course makes any reconcila-
tion almost impossible. In putting forward
these suggestions I am not advocating that
anything should be done to help young
women who get married and think they
can live easily without facing their obli-
gations,

I will now read a statement which was
made by the Federal Minister for Social
Services, the Hon., Hugh Roherton. It
shows how the position of deserted wives
is reaching a climax, and I hope the Min-
ister in this State will take notice of it.
It reads as follows:—

Evidence of a significant increase in
the number of deserted wives and
mothers in Australia has been revealed
by a research project conducted by the
Department of Social Services. The
Department is interested in deserted
wives because it pays widows’ pensions
to many—nearly 10,000—of them.

Information was gathered from all
States for the survey, with most of
the investigations carried out in Vie-
toria, which has, proportionately,
more deserted wives receiving pensions
than other States. In all, 330 separate
cases of deserted wives with children,
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- wives.
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the great hulk of those granted widows'
pensions in Victoria in 1956-57 were
examined. Information cbtained does
not necessarily apply equally to all
other States, nor even to all deserted
wives in Victoria. The survey is, none-
theless, the most comprehensive of its
kind undertaken in Australia, and will
provide a basis for future investiga-
tions of this problem.

The difficulties of the 10,000 deserted
wives receiving pensions do not rest
with them alone. An even greater
number of children is involved too, and
some of these children, growing up,
will carry their background of in-
stability into adult life. Thus the
circle of instability may spread further
through the community.

These 10,000 unfortunate women
have, in the majority, made unsuccess-
ful attempts to obtain maintenance
from their husbands.

Their support is therefore laid at
the nation's doorstep. Already costing
over £2,250,000 annually in pensions,
the amount will increase greatly, if
present trends continue.

The departmental investigations of
the 330 Victorian women showed their
average age at desertion was 31.1
years, They are likely to remain a
charge on the community for many
years, perhaps for the rest of their
lives. The finaneial implications could
be significant. Many problems are
also posed by the children of deserted
In the research investigations
it was shown that most women had
two or three children to support.
Some had six or seven, and three
women had eight children, all under
16. The average age of all children
was only six and a half. The 330
women had 842 children in their care.
At least another 50 children were not
with their mothers. Some of the
mothers gave up the struggle to sup-
port their children, and placed them
in institutions. Some of the children
will probably leave school early for
dead-end jobs.

Here are some oither facts revealed
by the survey: The average age at
marriage of the deserted women was
22.3 years. They were deserted on
the average Just after eight years of
marriage.

About half of them were granted
Eensmns within 12 months of deser-
ion.

The most common reasons claimed
by wives for desertion were the hus-
band's infidelity, his drunkenness,
financial and employment difficulties,
or her pregnancy.

Over one-third of the women had
been under 20 at marriage and nearly
one-half were under 30 at desertion.

Of the husbands 10 per cent. were
under 20 at marriage, and 54 per cent.
between 20 and 24. More than 60 per
cent. were under 35 at desertion,

More than one-third of all the
women appeared to have had extra
marital conceptions, and 8.2 per cent.
had illegitimate children. A high
proportion of pre-marital conceptions
was evident amongst those who had
married at 20 or less. In marriages
lasting less than five years, 555 per
cent. of the women appeared to have
had extra marital conceptions. For
various reasons, these estimates are
probably conservative.

Three-gquarters of the women were
under 25, and three-guarters of the
husbands under 30 at marriage.

Nearly one-quarter of the women
married men younger than themselves.

The increasing number of deserted
wives receiving pensions first became
apparent in the immediate post-war
period, particularly during the year
ended the 30th June, 1947. The rise
was most marked in the case of
women with children. Sharp rises in
this group occurred in every State
ranging from 56.8 per cent. in Queens-
land to 21.8 per cent. in Tasmania. In-
creases in other States were—Western
Australia, 44.3 per cent.; New South
Wales, 43.3 per cent.; South Australia,
32.1 per cent.; and Victoria, 29 per
cent,

I read that document to show that this
is a real social problem and to ask the
Minister for Child Welfare to do all he
can to investigate it for the sake of the
women and the children who are suffering
great hardship. They are women who
hide their troubles and who are reluctant
to take action against their husbands.
Such a woman will not sign an order of
commitment against her husband, because
she takes the view that he is the father
of her children and she does not want
them later in life to feel the stigma of his
imprisonment,

Therefore, I hope the Minister will look
into that matter which I brought before
Mr. Hawke last session. I know that the
Child Welfare Department has some in-
terest in the problem.

‘The Hon. G. Bennetits: You can blame
all that on hooze.

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: In speak-
ing of this problem, I cannot help but
think what a blessing the Marriage Guid-
ance Council could be. I attended a
meeting of that organisation the other
evening and if any organisation should
be assisted in order to solve this problem,
it should be the Marriage Guidance Coun-
¢il, It appears to be doing an exccllent
job, and if it were given greater financial
agsistance, I am sure it would be well worth
while because it has a very good record.
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I hope the Minister will take the work of
that council into consideration when he
is reviewing the problems of child welfare.

At the commencement of the session I
asked the Minister several questions. The
first was—

As the Lijberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment is now in control of both the
Legislative Council and the Legisla-
tive Assembly will the Minister intro-
duce a Bill this session to grant adult
franchise for the Legislative Council?

The answer I received was a very curt
"ND-"

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: The answer was
not curt, bhut quite polite.

The Hon. R, F. HUTCHISON:
asked this questicn—

In view of the Minister’s refusal to
consider adult franchise for the Leg-
islative Council, will he, at least, con-
sider granting the democratic right of
a vote in the Legislative Council to the
housewives of Western Australia?

And the Minister's reply was—

The Government does not contem-
plate changing the system which con-
tinues to operate satisfactorily in the
interests of Western Australia.

I am going to challenge that statement
in & moment or two. I want to read to
the House the other questions and the
answers given to them before 1 deal with
it. I put this questicn to the Minister—

What is the cost per year to the
people of Western Australia of the
Legislative Council, including printing
and other incidentals?

The answer I received was—

The cost varies scmewhat from year
to year. The last time the hon. mem-
ber asked a similar question was on
the 9th July, 1957, and I refer her to
the answer given on that date which
is recorded in Votes and Proceedings,
Vol. 1, No. 31 of 1957,

I asked that question because I wanted an
up-to-date answer. I then asked the Min-
ister the following question:—

What is the cost to the ftaxpayers
of Western Australia of the Legisla-~
tive Council for 1958-59, including
printing and other incidentals?

This is the up-to-date answer I got from
the Minister—

The cost of the Legislative Council
for 1958-59 was £86,921. This figure
excludes reporting of Parliamentary
Debates and other printing for Par-
llament which cannot readily be allo-
cated.

I wonder why? Continuing—
—but does include payment of £2,385
to the hon. member, representing Par-
liamentary salary, reimbursement ex-
penses, and postage stamps.

I then
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I accuse the Minister of giving me an In-
sulting reply. I now ask him: Does the
cost of the Legislative Council inclyde the
payment of his £5,000 salary or there-
abouts?

Point of Order

The Hon. A. P, GRIFFITH: On & point
of order, Mr. President, I ask for a with-
drawal of the remarks made by the hon.
member. She said that the reply I gave
was insulting. However, I would point out
that the reply I gave to her was the truth
and I regret that the hon. member has
not accepted it in that light. PFurther, I
would point out that I de not receive
£5,000 salary a year or anything like it,
unfortunately.

The PRESIDENT: Will the hon. mem-
ber withdraw her statement?

The Hon. R. F, HUTCHISON: I could
not hear what the Minister said.

The PRESIDENT: The Minister has
asked that the statement the hon. member
made he withdrawn.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I am not
prepared to withdraw it because I conslder
that his answer was absolutely insulting.
My question was put in the proper way and
I think the Minister meant to bhe insulting
in his reply,

The PRESIDENT: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will withdraw her statement. I hope
she will give some consideration to comply-
ing with the Minister’s request.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I am not
going to withdraw my statement.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: The remark
I wish withdrawn is the accusation by the
hon. member made against me that my
reply to her was insulting. I do not desire
to pursue this matter, however.

The PRESIDENT: Could the Minister
give the hon. member some idea of what
he wants withdrawn?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The hon.
member's accusation that my answer to
her question was insulting, and the fact
that she challenged me to something or
other, However, Mr. President, I do not
propose to pursue the matter. We are
getting so used to similar remarks made
by the hon. member that I am prepared
to let the matter drop.

Debate Resumed

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: I asked
those guestions because, to me, the fran-
chise of this House is a burning question.
I challenged the franchise of the Legisla-
tive Council when I started my campaign
for the Suburban Province in 1951. When
I won that seat in 1954, I entered this
Chamber with the set object of trying to
get sufficient Labour members in this
House to move for the aholition of the
Legislative Council.
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I would not quibble about forgoing my
salary as a member of this House if the
Minister would urge his party to introduce
a Bill to abolish this Chamber. I would
walk out of it with the greatest of pleasure,
It has never paid me anything that I am
not capable of earning elsewhere. All along
the line I have said that the franchise of
this House is undemocratic. It is an insult
to the people of Western Australia.
I asked the Minister ta introduce a Bill
to give the franchise to the housewives to
vote at Legislative Council elections, be-
cause I am of the opinion that at the
moment they are penalised by being denied
the right to vote for a member of this
House., When a man rents a house his
wife is denied a vote; and if he is purchas-
ing a house in his own name only, she is
still denied a vote,

We boast of our demacratic way of life
and our democratic Government, but until
the franchise for this House is liberalised
and everyone has the right to vote in the
same way as for the Legislative Assembly,
we cannot live up to that boast.
People can be fined £2 if they do not
vote at a Legislative Assembly election, yet
thousands of those same peaple are denied
a vete for the Legislative Council in which
House every piece of legislation introduced
in another place has to be approved. I
ask ycu, Sir, whether that is fair. When
the Minister, in answering my question,
stated that the system in foree continued
to operate satisfactorily, I want to know
now what he meant by that.

Thousands of people rebel against it.
Enrolment cards are going into the Elec-
toral Office every day, signed by Labhour
Party members who are waking up to this
matter. When I first started canvassing
the electors as a candidate for membership
in this House, the number on the roll was
15,000, if that many. Teoday the number
has increased to 40,000, That shows the
people are heginning to see that something
is wrong and to realise there is a need to
alter the franchise of this House.

Western Australia has the narrowest
franchise of all the nations in the British
Commonwealth, Even the Liberal Govern-
ment of South Australia has extended the
franchise to servicemen. In Victoria the
Liberal Government extended the franchise
to all adults., We find that in New Zealand
the Nationalist Party itself abolished the
Upper House; and in New South Wales
the members of the Upper House are
clected by the Government itself.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
getting away from the subject matter of
the debate. She should refrain from pass-
ing adverse comments about other Parlia-
ments.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Surely I
am permitted to draw comparisons with
the other States, especially when I know
there is adult franchise in Victoria, and

[COUNCIL.]

there is a wider franchise in South Aus-
tralia than there is in this State! Queens-
land abolished the Upper House years ago,
yet Western Australia has retained this
House. Forgive me, Mr, President, if I get
hot under the collar when I speak about
this matter. It is the Lahour Party which
is being penalised all the time. I belong
to the Labour Party, because it is the
greatest party for social reform which the
world has ever known., It has its feet on
the ground. It represents the common
people. It is the greatest reform forece that
the world has ever seen. In its short life
of 60 to 70 years it has permeated
every avenue of society: it has changed
laws; it has ameliorated the conditions of
the people:; and it has brought about re-
forms in many countries.

As an Individual and as a member of
Parliament I kelieve in the policy of the
Labour Party. That was my reason for
offering myself as a candidate for election
to this House. I would walk out tomorrow
if by doing so I could close for all time the
doors of this Chamber. This Chamber is
like & cross on the shoulders of the people
of the State.

The PRESIDENT: Wili the hon. mem-
ber resume her seat{? I draw her aittention
to Standing Order 394 which states that
no member shall use offensive words
against either House of Parliament. I
would ask the hon. member to keep within
the terms of that Standing Order.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I do not
know what offensive words I have used. I
thought I had the right to stand up and
advocate the principle in which I believed.

The PRESIDENT: Within reason.

The Hen. R, F, HUTCHISON: I have a
right to disagree with the existing fran-
chise of this House, just as much as mem-
bers of the Government have a right to
uphold it. I think they have been more
unfair than I.

I would like to point out the following
example. A man may be living in a house
with his wife and eight adult children.
They all have a vote in respect of the Leg-
islative Assembly elections; yet.in respect
of the Legislative Council the mother and
the eight adult children might be deprived
of a vote. I realise that the Press gives
very little attention to what transpires in
this House. The restriction of the franchise
of this House is prolonged because, pur-
posely, little or no mention is made abhout
it in the Press. Any publicity on this
matter is given by persons walking wearily
through the streets in an effort to enrol,
and inform, prospective electors.

Would you, Mr. President, say that I
have nothing te complain about® Probably
you would, because you are not a member
of the party to which I belong. The existing
position might suit you, but it does not
suit me. In the interests of the workers
whom I represent, I protest.
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I would like to draw attention to the
subject of the franchise for women. The
Salic law from 500 fo 750 A.D. forbade
women to vote or take any part in the
Government of the country; and that out-
logk is still reflected in this House. How the
Liberal and Country parties hang on to
outmoded ways! In the year 1959, in an
atomic age, we retain a law which restricts
the rights of women.

That law was In vogue a long time ago,
in anocther country, but the very same
restriction still exists in Western Austra-
lia with the passing of all thase centuries.
Women are not allowed to have a franchise
for this House in many cases. The time
has come when the Government must give
consideration to this matter. It will have
to do =0 when the Labour Party has a
majority in this House. I hope that con-
sideration will be given to my contention
that the wife of a person renting a house
should be given a vote. T do not make any
apology for fighting for the franchise for
women. I shall fight for it as long as 1
am here.

It is one of the reasons why we do not
progress. When the Labour Party is in of-
fice in this State most people seem to think
that it is the Government. In actual fact,
no legislation is allowed to pass through
this House unless it is approved by the
Liberal and Country Party. I object to
such a state of affairs. I say that any
State, under those eonditions, would be bet-
ter off with one House, with a Government

elected by the people, so that when such
" a Government made a decision it would be
able to implement it.

The last point to which I wish to refer
is the attitude of the present Government
towards the day-labour system of econstruc-
tion. Statements which were recently
made about the employment position be-
ing better than it was last year are not
true; such statements have caused con-
sternation thoughout the State. The ac-
tion of the Government has deprived many
deserving people of their security and peace
of mind. To my mind the way in which
the last election was fought left much to
be desired.

I wish to quote a statement made by the
Premier (Mr, Brand) when the Liheral
Party was campaigning. He sald—

We will fire nobody, nor close any
concerns down, What we intend is
to make them first payable, based on
sound business prineiples, instead of
departmental principles, and when
this is done we will put them on their
own as public companies with shares
on the stock market to continue their
operations as free enterprise concerns.
Their 6,300 personnel will remain in
theily johs as far as the Government
is conecerned.

Less than a month after Parliament
opened, the whole of that statement
turned out {o be false, because the first

383

thing which the new Premier did was to
sack people from the Public Works Depart-
ment. He is sacking them week by week.

The Hon. A. R. Jones: That is not a
trading concern.

The Hon. R. ¥ HUTCHISON: I want
to know where the Government will place
these displaced men. It is true they are
walking around the streets looking for em-
ployment. It is true that private enter-
prise in some cases is taking men on for
a few days and then putting them off. It
is true that all kinds of subversive things
are going onn. This Government stands in-
dicted. It stands disgraced for going back
on its promises to the people of this State.
If it had to zo before the people now
cveryone knows what would happen. It
is a fact that it has not kept its word. It
has descended to great depths in its effort
to win office,

1 wish to refer once mare to the subject
of the franchise, by quoting from the book
by Dr. Crowley. On page 18 he referred
to the East Perth and the West Perth elec-
torates, and the attempt to strike electors
off the rell. One would have thought that
with such a narrow franchise in this State
the Government would have carefully re-
frained from interfering with the functions
of the Electoral Office and from making
complaints about people heing on the roll,
This is what Dr. Crowley had to say on
page 18—

A highlight of the eleetion campaign
was the attempt by the Liberal Party
to dehar several hundred wpersons on
the rolls of the vital East and West
Perth electoral districts. Three weeks
before polling day notices were issued
to 727 voters to appear in the Perth
Police Court to show cause why their
names should not be struck off the
roll. The action had not been insti-
gated by the Electoral Department but
by two objectors on the same roils,
who had lodged 2s. 6d. for each ob-
jection (£90 17s. 6d.). The ground of
ohjection was that the people con-
cerned no longer lived at the addresses
shown on the rolls. Both the East
Perth and West Perth lists had been
closely checked by the Liberal Party,
and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of the State Electoral Act, the
cases had to be heard before the fina-
lisation of the roll 14 days before the
General Elections. (Separate rolls
were kept for State and Federal elec-
tions by different authorities, as the
eiectoral boundaries were not co-ter-
minous and there were different resi-
dence qualifications; under State elec-
toral law three months’ residence was
required of an applicant, in contrast
to the PFederal electoral law which re-
quired only one month.)

The application to disenrol the 396
East Perth electors was heard before
magistrate Draper on the 4th March,
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who dismissed all the actions, ordered
the forfeiture of the 2s. 6d, deposits
and directed the payment of costs to
eight of the electors who appeared in
person {(15s. each). The objections
were made by Niels Waldemar Thom-
sen, and the evidence had hbeen col-
lected by a paid canvasser of the Lib-
eral Party, John Frederick Singleton,
who had used the roll completed up to
the 3ist May, 1958. However, the chief
Electeral Officer, G. Mathea, produced
the most recently amended roll, and
in a test case one of the electors—with
the assistance of Labour Cabinet Min-
ister and East Perth member H. E.
Graham—proved that he had never
left the address given on the roll. The
magistrate refused to accept hearsay
evidence obtained from several persons
that he was not at that address, and
in the course of the hearing the Crown
Prosecutor sgid that there was nothing
in the Electoral Act to say a person
should be struck off the roll because
of a change of address within the elec-
torate, though such a person might, in
some circumstances, be prosecuted for
failing to notify the Electoral Office of
his change of address—"No change of
circumstances, short of proving that
the person objected to has not only
changed his address bui left the dis-
triet for six months, is ground for dis-
enrolment.” When the first objection
was dismissed no further evidence was
offered to disenrol the other electors.
The application to disenrol 331 West
Perth electors came hefore magistrate
Ansell on the 5th March. However,
the hearing ended abruptly when
counsel for R. I. Viner, a paid can-
vasser of the Liberal Party, asked per-
mission to withdraw the applications,
and the magistrate ordered the for-
feiture of the deposits and the pay-
ment of witnesses’ fees. Two of the
electors were represented by West
Perth Labour M.L.A., Stanley Heal,
who pointed out that they had lived
continuously at the addresses given on
the roll for the previous three years,
and the magistrate agreed that there
were insufficient grounds for objection.
I was in the Electoral Office when these
objections were brought in, and I saw them
made. I went with Mr. Graham to visit
these electors in East Perth. I saw 13
people, and only three of them had ever
changed their address, I draw the atten-
tion of members listening to me, to that
act of, I would say, political vandalism that
was perpefrated by the Liberal and Coun-
try Parties that now hold office.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: I ask that the
words “Country Party” be withdrawn from
that statement.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I with-
draw those words, because it was a Liberal
Party canvasser who was concerned. I
apologise to the Minister.

[COUNCIL.}

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Thank you.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The time
has come when we must take a second look
at this question, and think ahout what I
am saying with respect to the Legislative
Council franchise. This kind of thing can

.go on, and be carried out by a party, a

Minister of which tells me that it is not
the Government's intention to alter a
franchise that praves satisfactory to the
people of Western Australia. I want to
tell the Minister that it is far from satis-
factory. As a matter of fact, in my opinion
the franchise is a downright disgrace, and
is undemocratic; and I am ashamed to be
associated with any place that has a fran-
chise such as this.

THE HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[8.35): After every storm there comes a
calm. I desire to offer my congratulations
—as so0 many other members have done—
to those fortunate enoush to occcupy the
responsible posts of Ministers in this House.
I also offer my congratulations to Mr. Ron
Thompson, our new member, and wish him
well; as was wished me when I first entered
the Chamber.

I suppose every person has, humanly, a
sense of wvanity and, at times, likes to
take a little credit for something that has
happened. Prior to¢ coming to the House,
I received some good advice from an older
member who had preceded me. He said,
“Never be disturbed in regard to any sug-
gestion you make, because it will always
be negatived; and then, five years later,
someone else will put it up and receive
credit for it.”

I have always adopted that attitude here
and have never bheen disappointed. I
remember years ago, when I came back
from the States, I made it my business to
approach those who, I thought, were in
a position to assist, and I suggested to
them that there was in the United States
a wide open meat market for meat from
Australia: and that there could be estab-
lished in the United States, areas through
which we could sell our mutton, even
though the American is said to dislike
mutton. I knew quite well that the pro-
tein supply of the Americans was much
lower than ours, and that the time would
come when they would welcome imports
of meat from this State. I am afraid I
was laughed at, and was told that I did
not know anything about the business.
However, I am delighted to see that within
recent times our meat exports to America
-—and other parts including South-East
Asia—have increased considerably.

I always wondered why one could see
large shipments of mutton and beef going
from Port Almsa in Queensland to Manila,
when shipments from this part of the
world could reach Manila much more
quickly. I still feel that we on this side
of Australia have an opportunity which
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we should not miss with respect to export-
ing to those countries, including Manila,
which lie close to us.

I was also interested to hear, at a con-
ference, the suggestion made by our Pre-
mier that he had come to the conclusion
that there was no way, really, of get-
ting done, in the Norih-west, what is
required there, other than by appointing
an administrator and providing him with
people to assist him, these people to be
made available by election or by appoint-
ment. That method would have a lot to
commend it. I have been of that opinion
ever since I made my first visit to the
North-West. Particularly after the Whim
Creek meeting, T realised how impossible
it was to govern that country from this
distance. With the multiplicity of depart-
ments that we have in Perth, that have to
be called together to achieve anything for
the North-West, I fell that the quickest
and most satisfactory method of achiev-
ing anything for that country would be
by the appointment of an administrator,
who should be supplied, possibly, with a
small council consisting of some appointed
and some elected members, -

I am interested to know that after this
length of time, someone else has got the
same idea; and that someone else is in a
much better position to do something
ahout the matter than I am,

This afternoon we listened to an address
on the North-West, and without any hesi-
tation T would say it could have been given
only by a statesman of quality, experience,
and sincerity of purpose; and I would like
to offer those words in congratulating Mr,
Wise. Unfortunately for me, I have not
visited the Kimberleys, but Mr. Wise has
had wide experience of the areas and condi-
tions about which he told us this after-
noon. What he szid should be read by
every Western Australian, and should be
sent to Canberra for digestion by the
authorities there; even though one realises
from Mr. Wise's speech that his words
have previously been uitered in Canberra
without great result.

There were one or two matters in Mr.
Wise's speech that made me wonder.
The first statement he made that caused
me to think was that the rivers running
west could be used by people of oiher
countries to provide subsistence for large
populations. I think he added the words
that they would probably not provide the
standard of living required by Australians.
This made me wonder whether we, as a
people, were justified in keeping other
people from living there. If a man of Mr.
Wise's experience tells us that this por-
tion of our continent cannot produce a
standard of living to which the Austra-
lians have become accustomed, then It
gives us cause for thought. We should
consider our policy in regard to quotas
and the introduction into the ecountry of
people from other races.
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Furthermore, the hon. member, through-
out his speech, impressed me with the
hopelessness of governing that country
from here. It made me wonder whether
the suggestion of an administrator for the
North-West could not be duplicated by
appointing a local administrator in the
Kimberleys.

It is & misfortune that Mr. Wise is not
20 years younger than he is, because then
the Government could have offered him
the job of heing administrator of that
area, and something might have been done.

It is also interesting that, in view of
the fact, apparently, that the Common-
wealth Government has at last seen wis-
dom and is contributing up to £5,000,000
towards work in that area, it has now been
decided that a number of members of the
Federal Parliament should visit the north-
ern part of this State. I suggest that
a large proportion of members in the two
Houses of the State Parliament, who will
have to make decisions regarding the
North-West and the Kimberleys, have
never seen either region, and I think it
would be fitting of they were taken to
view those parts of the State.

I have said before that it appears to
me a most unwise proceeding for us to
sit here and try, in complete ignorance of
local conditions, te suggest what should
be done to a distant part of our land. I
put to the Commonwealth Government the
suggestion that, if it is going to send to
the Kimberleys a plane with some of its
members on board, it might as well provide
a larger plane and take some of the mem-
bers of the Western Australian Parliament,
and let them see at first hand this country
over which they have jurisdiction.

Before I leave the subject of the Com-
monwealth, I would like to say that some-
thing should be done to investigate the
possibility of a superannuation or nationgl
insurance scheme to cover the whole of the
population of this great land.

It seems to me to be completely ridicu-
lous that the whole of our financial and
social system should encourage an indi-
vidual to spend his savings before a pen-
sion can be granted—in other words to
penalise thrift. I think it has been for-
gotten that probably there will still be a
number of people who will be in receipt
of a2 pension but who will still have to pay
income tax if g national insurance scheme
is instituted; in such cases possibly a con-
siderable proportion of that pension, pay-
able to people over 60 years of age, would
be returned in taxation to the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Instead of saying *No, it is impossible,”
an attitude of mind should be developed
that it is possible, and what are the means
we can use to bring it into being. We
could then let the people of Australia know
that there was a chance of meeting thelir
wishes. I understand that according to a
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Gallup poll conducied recentiy 71 per cent.
of the people questioned were in favour of
a national insurance scheme. Surely,
when such a percentage of people are so
minded, it is up to the Government of the
Commonwealth to make perfectly certain
that its statement that the scheme is im-
practical is looked at from every angle be-
fore it is finally discarded! I would say
that the people of Australia are so minded
that it must eventually become part of our
social structure, and the means test, in re-
lation to pensions, abolished.

Getting down to more local matters, I
would like to have some information from
the Minister in charge as to whether agree-
ment is being reached regarding the sale
of milk in cartons rather than in bottles.
It seems extraordinary to me that the Milk
Board can simply tell the depot people
that they cannot sell milk in cartons at
the price they ask for it, when it is cer-
tainly not going to be compulsory for
people to buy their milk in cartons. They
will have the choice as to whether they
buy their milk in cartons or in botiles.
Consequently T cannot see any reason why
the Milk Board should refuse to allow these
milk vendors to say t6 the public, “You
can have your milk in cartons or we will
carry out the directions of the Milk Board
and supply in bottles if you wish. If you
wish to have the milk supplied in cartons
you will have to pay the extra cost.”

The Hon. G. Bennetts: What is the dif-
ference in cost?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I think it is
14d. a pint. One has to lock at this matter
from a sane point of view rather than ask
a question as to the difference in the cost
of supplying milk in cartons and in bottles,
because there is a eertain amount of work
entailed in using bottles. The householder
is expected to return the milk hotfles clean;
they must be cleaned cut with warm or
hot water. In addition there is always the
risk, either in the home or in the street,
of injury to persons through broken bottles.
I think every one of us has seen the sight
of cne or more milk botiles broken during
the time of delivery and lying on the side-
wallks or streets. They constitute a con-
siderable danger to children running with
bhare feet, or even with shoes on.

The Hon, A. L. Loton: Could it be sup-
plied in cans like beer?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I suppose it
could be supplied in cans; beer is supplied
in tins and tinned beer is now being used
in many countries. One of the arguments
used against the use of cartons must be
looked at very carefully. If I rememher
rightly, the Chairman of the Milk Board
said that the use of cartons would deprive
the housewife of seeing the cream line on
the milk-—she judges the standard of the
milk by the cream line.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: Half of them
would not know anything about it.

[COUNCIL.]

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I think we
should order the homogenisation of all
milk, and that would do away with the
cream line; it would distribute the cream
evenly throughout the milk. It is done
by a very simple addition to the pasteurisa-
tion plant, and I think we must be one
of the last countiries to permit the homo-
genisation of milk, What happens now,
of course, in more than one house, is that
the cream is taken off by one person and
the rest of the family gets milk without
any cream.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: It is not bad on
porridge.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: If it were
equally distributed by the homogenisation
process it would he the answer to the prob-
lem. The second reason why I think we
must look at this process is this: No longer
should we be buying milk because of its
cream content.

People buy milk with a high fat con-
tent in c¢ountries where they do not have
other supplies of fat. In this country
we have no need to rely on milk for the
provision of- fat; we rely upon our milk
for the provision of solids not fat; we re-
ly on it as a means of providing calcium.
Therefore we need no longer rely upon
the fat content in the milk.

The Hon. F. J. . Wise: That would sound
almost like heresy to the Milk Board.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I have been
a heretic all my days! I would like to see
the Milk Board start to buy mitk on a but-
terfat price basis. By that means we would
get a better standard of milk; and some
dairies, particularly those in the south,
which are now experiencing difficuities, and
which could achieve a higher fat content
—1I understand now they are producing 3.7
and 3.8 and are receiving no extra price
for it if they sell on a wholemilk basis, but
they would if they sold their milk on a
butterfat basis—would receive a better
return.

We are growing to be a coffee drinking
people and one of the most cultured
methods of supplying coffee is to serve it
hlack with a small jug of 12 per cent. cream
mixture. Many of us have seen this in
other countries; in America they seldom
supply black coffee without a small jug of
this 12 per cent. mixture,

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: You are not
talking about cafe royal, are you?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: No, but I would
accept it if the hon. member coffered it
to me. If our herds could produce milk
with a higher butterfat content we could
perhaps encourage peaple to use this 12
per. cent. fat mixture as coffee eream and,
by that means, we could produce a fur-
ther income for those dairy farmers who
are nol operating as profitably as they
might be.
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Whilst I understand that the milk is de-
prived of some of its fat content to make
ordinary cheddar cheese, it is possible, if
there is a higher butterfat content in milk,
to use the excess fat for the making of
creamed cheese. We should be able to
make this creamed cheese and make it
well because of the type of country we have
and the climate we enjoy. This creamed
~heese could be made if we permiited the
dairies Lo remove the extra butterfat con-
tent, but not below a certain point which
could be fixed by law. The extra fat so
removed could be used for the making of
creamed cheese and for distribution as cof-
fee cream, ete,

In my opinion some investigation should
be made into the whole problem of the
milk industry, and perhaps the suggestions
I have put forward would increase the
income of many of our dairy farmers whomn
many members in this House have said
are operating unprofitably at present. 1
offer these suggestions to those Counfry
Party members who are interested in the
problem and I would like to hear their
criticism, because I believe that what I
have suggested is in keeping with the cus-
toms of other countries and, if adopted,
would be to our general benefit.

Speaking again on & local subject, I
would like to applaud the attitude of the
Premier in endeavouring to establish tour-
ism in Western Australia. I agree with
him that it will be costly to advertise our-
selves, even to the rest of Australia, and
it will mean highly priced offices in the
various capital cities, and possibly some
of the other towns. When one looks at
the offices of the other States, scattered
throughout Melbourne, Brisbane, Sydney
and Adelaide, one realises that those offices
are concentrated in those portions of the
city past which the greatest number of
people travel. But before we invite tourists
here we must look at our own beauty spots
to see whether they are in order.

I{ is my belief that in years past we have
allowed many of our beauty spots to be-
come less beauteous; and I would refer to
the control of the rivers in this State. Let
us take for example the rivers of the South-
West—the Frankland, and the Deep River
in the Nornalup Estuary, and the Black-
wood at Augusta—and see what has hap-
pened to them in past years. Thirty years
ago it was possible to go by launch through
the Walpole Estuary and up the Frank-
land River past the township of Nornalup,
and from there along one of the most
beautiful portions of the river for about
1} miles to what was then known as the
monastery. Today it is impossible for any-
one, except those who live in the district
and know every inch of the river, to take
a launch beyond Nornalup township.

The whole of the river is blocked by tree
trunks which have fallen across the river
or into it, and it is dangerous to take
one’s launch up the river because a branch
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of a tree could tear the hottom out of
the boat. The same applies to the Deep
River, which is possibly one of the best
bream fishing rivers in that area. It is
not possible to go more than 200 or 300
yards beyond the jetty of what was known
as Thompson's at Tinglewood, because
the river is blocked by logs. These trees
have fallen down over the years and have
been left there; yet those two rivers are
sheer delights from & tourist point of view.

I do not know whether any member has
had the experience in the month of May
—it is ecalled the windless month—of
travelling in a launch along the portion
of the Frankland River which I have men-
tioned, or even along the Deep River,
when the surface has been covered by

ucalyptus gum which is lying motionless
on the top of the water, One has the
most extraordianry experience of seeming
to travel hetween two heavens.

It is a black mirror which mirrors for
a mile or so on each side, this narrow
river, the Deep. One has an uncanny feel-
ing of travelling between two worlds
which can only be experienced, I under-
stand, in those two rivers, and in one
portion of America. It is not known else-
where. That statement might seem ex-
aggerated, but it is made frequently.

There should be the possibility of clear-
ing out the Blackwecod River in some way.
One can get, as far as Molloy Island, but
one cannot get much further. Indeed I
am told that one cannot even get that
far. We have good rivers for fishing;
rivers that could be filled with fish, and
we are sadly neglecting them year by year.
It seems to me that until we review all
our tourist resorts, it is not much use
saying to the tourists abroad, “We have a
lot you can see.” I would applaud some
real move to make accommodation more
attractive at Rottnest, because I do not
think the tourist from abroad would he
very Dleased with the accommodation
which we have put up with at Rottnest
over the years. They would want some-
thing better than that.

Let us have a look at some of our estu-
aries. I am going back 30 years when
I say that the Walpole and Nornalup Estu-
aries were delightful places for the line
fisherman. But the net fishermen were
allowed to net in these estuaries, with the
result that at times it is impossible to get
a bite. Mot far this side of Walpole and
Nornalup inlets is Brooks Inlet. It is only
the very courageous who can get to Brooks
Inlet. Yet it is a large inlet, and a delight-
ful place for fishing, if one is prepared
to take a certain amount of risk and able
to handle one’s boat. The fish to be
obtained in Brooks Inlef are really fish.
But if we let the net fishermen into Brooks
Inlet as we did at Norhalup and Walpcle
we will be in the same position and we will
destroy our tourist attraction.
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We have our own house to put in order.
When the question of a Swan River con-
servation committee was mooted I sug-
gested that we might have a rivers com-
mission charged with looking after all
works. It was at one time possible to take
a canoe from Kojonup down to Augusta.
It has been done, but I do not think it
could be done now.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: My nephew tried
from Bridgetown but he could not get
there.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: There we have
the story, but what are we doing about it?
Every member agrees with me that this is
what is happening, and yet we are asking
people to come here without finding some
remedy for this position. We have in the
South-West quite a lot to attract people.
Walpole is growing, and will continue to
grow, into a delightful town and, situated
as it is on the Walpole Inlet, it is a very
wonderful spot.

It could be one of the finest yachting and
launch resorts in the State. I suggest to
the Premier that he might get on with
this in a hurry, because there are places
to which we can attact visitors, and there
are places which are in such condition that
they need immediate attention.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: They can
relax up North.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: We have
finished with the North at the moment.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: Go down to
Esperance for a bit of a blow,

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I am going to
ask for an assurance from the Minister
for Mines and Housing that the fears of
the people in Floreat Park will be set at
rest in regard to the types of houses that
are to be built for the Empire Games.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I have tried my
best to allay their fears.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The Minister
has not allayed my fears, nor those of
a lot of other people.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What do you
suggest I do?

The Hon. E. M. Davies:
King's Park pool.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I understand
the housing for the Empire Games is re-
ferred to as a village. A village formation
can have serious drawbacks. I am told, on
quite reasonable authority, that there is
trouble in the Heidelberg village hecause
of the fact that no fences were builf be-
tween the houses; and houses were dotted
in a rather village fashion so that the
people now have to cut across the proper-
ties of others to get to the streets.

The Hon. G. Bennhetts: That is a friendly
system.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Ii creates g
good deal of ill-feeling. If there is to be
a suburb built in Floreat ark, it should
conform with the present City Council's

Give him a
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plans. So long as it maintains that,
well and good. T understand the type of
houses going up will be valued at £4,500.
They will be minor types of houses, be-
cause in Floreat Park most of the houses
cost more than that. So long as they are
not a mixture of all sorts of huildings,
and as leng as the format of Floreat Park
is maintained, I think the fears of the
public will be set at rest.

The sooner the Minister is able to place
a plan before us, so that we, and the public
generally, can see what is intended, the
better it will be for him and his depart-
ment. Only today a suggestion came into
my mind. It might be worthless, but on
the other hand it might be worth looking
at. I don’t know how far the Hale School
building will have progressed by 1962, but
that school will need dormitories for its
boarders. I wonder whether it would not
be possible, with the loan which the Minis-
ter anticipates, to assist Hale School—
again only as a loan—in building its dormi-
tories possibly more rapidly than it may
otherwise be able to do, and to house some
of the atheletes in the dormitories.

Any scheme that can be evolved whereby
the use of money can be made towards
buildings that will fill a permanent pur-
pose, and retain the general format of
Floreat Park, would be greatly appreciated
by members of the public., I have not dis-
cussed what I have said about Hale School
with anybody. I am only looking for a
means of suggesting to the Minister how
he might get some use out of the bhuildings
erected in the district.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: 1 understand
we have 1,500 athletes to accommodate.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I would not say
they should all be put in the Hale School
dormitories; but we could accommodate
100 or 200 there, because there would be 3
large number of boarders attending Hale
School, and it might ease the Minister's
building problems.

I would like ito congratulate the Perth
Road Board, because I believe it is the
intention of that body to use the hollow
land which is north of Scarborough, and
between there and Triggs Island, as a music
bowl. If there is anything that should de-
serve public support, it is the use of that
almost heaven-sent gift of land which
would ideally fill the purpcese of a bowl.
It has the advantage of having, at the back
of where the howl would be, the ocean
acting as a sounding board, which by far
produces the best form of secunding board
for such a bowl. As we know it was used
on the Potomac River in Washington and
again on the Charles River in Boston, two
of the world's best bowls. It has ali the
facilities without the necessary excavations
having to be carried out to provide
the necessary seating accommodation
for thousands of people. I hope the
Perth Road Board makes that land its



(22 July, 1958.1

own, if it is not already its own; and I
hope it gets on with the project at the
earliest possible date.

I now come to my first complaint. 1
refer to the condition of the city streets.
I do not know what has happened, but
it is like a switchback to take a drive along
Hay-st. towards West Perth, particularly
over the area where the tramlines have
been removed. Is there still a battle be-
tween the Perth City Council and the
Metropolitan Transport Trust as to who
is responsible for the area that was previ-
ously looked after by the Tramways De-
partment? Is argument still going on be-
tween them; because these portions of the
streets are deteriorating all the time, and
it certainly makes motoring in the city
streets uncomfortable? By comparisen
when one gets outside the city one finds
better streets than in the city confines.
There must be something wrong when a
tramline can be pulled up and temporary
fillings put in. I gather there was dis-
agreement as to who was to be responsible
for the area of streets over which the trams
had previously run. I trust the Minister
is ahle to tell me what is happening.

I now come into Mr. Bennett's realms
of life. I want to have a word to say
about the Perth-Kalgoorlie train.

The Hon. F. D. Willmott: You are steal-
ing his speech.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: 1 have often
had mine stolen. I understand it was
contemplated to build a new train, and
I had hoped that we would therefore be
able to see a replica of the Brisbane-Cairns
train which goes by the name of the “Sun-
lander.” It is a beautiful air-conditioned
train. The first shock I received was when
I learned from the previous Minister for
Railways that it was decided not to air-
condition the train. I understand now
that there is some doubt about the train
being built at all

The Hon. G. Bennetts: You mean this
Government is not going to build it.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I do not know;
I am only asking questions. COmne thing
I would like to impress on the Minister for
Railways, is that even if no new train is
built, or conceived, he should see that the
loynge car is reasonably comfortable! I
do not think anyone has complained about
the sleeping accommodation on the trains.

The lounge, the kitchen and diningroom
are shocking. In view of the fact that we
are going to attract tourists, I think that
what I suggest is only reasonable. Despite
the fact that our good friend would like
the Kalgoorlie station improved, I do not
think that would help in the slightest, com-
pared to what the provision of a railway
lounge and dining-car would do.

1 have one very definite complaint to
make in regard to a bucket of milk. As
one goes around the passage-way of the
train past the kitchen into the dining
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saloon one will find on the right-hand side
a large can of milk. I have seen an arm
in a sweater go down into that milk can
and come up again. It must go up and
down many times during the three sit-
tings for meals! I cannot understand why
—in view of the fact that we can send
small bottles of milk to country towns—we
cannot supply small individual bottles of
milk to that train.

I have complained about it before, but
that can still stays there. It is crude to
say the least of it; and it will shock any-
body who travels on that train. The kit-
che_n must be one of the worst places in
which to work that one could ever con-
ceive, While on trips on the train I had
a look to see whether conditions had im-
proved, and I thought they were, if any-
thing, worse. Now we have diesel trains
surely a power line could be taken to
supply electricity to the kitchen so that at
least it would be less hot than it is,

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: They cook on
a wood stove.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes, and the
Minister should see the type of wood they
are supplied with.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: If the ser-

vice is speeded up they will not want a
kitehen.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: Perhaps meals

could be supplied similar to those on aero-
planes.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: If the service
were speeded up it would work.

_The Hon. H. C, Strickland: The new
diesel engines will do it.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

_The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I am not wor-
ried about the standard of the meals that
are supplied, but I am about the conditions
under which people are expected to work.
How the girls do the job in the kitchen and
how the cooks ever manage to cook in it
heggars me. I do not know how it is done.

. The_Hon. H. C. Strickland: The train
is stationary when the meals are cooked.

. The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I think it is
impossible no matter which way it is done.
i would ask the Minister for Railways if
it is not possible for some of the individuals

who are looking for jobs to become red
caps.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: They are wanted
badly.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I cannot con-
cede the inconvenience of travellers in this
State. One has to lug his luggage every-
where he desires to go. Surely there must
be room for the employment of red caps
on the station. I admit we have not a
vast amount of traffic as compared with
many other central stations; but we see
women and children and aged men carting
luggage, and we could quite well look at
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‘the matter of appointing some of these
out-of -work men to the job of red caps on
the Perth station.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: There are
vacanecies there.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: There are three
or four there.

The Hon. J. D. Teahan: Nobody wants
them.

The Hon, H. C. Strickland: Remunera-
tion from travellers is too small.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Ancther point
the Minister should note is that on our
railways we allow those travelling to take
everything but the Kitchen sink into the
eabin, and there is not much room for the
second traveller. It is of interest that on
both the American and the Japanese rail-
ways this position is not tolerated. I saw
that the porter on the station in Japan
would not allow anyone to take such lug-
gage with him; it must be registered in
the van. As one goes through the gate
one is tald that luggage must be placed in
the van, and people are able to travel in
greater comfort than on our railways.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: I saw an old
girl the other night with a budgie.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I can assure
the hon. member that a budgie would not
take up very much room; certainly not
as much room 25 some of the luggage I
have had to put up with. I have spoken
for quite a long time, Sir, but I have a
lot to deal with. I now wish to refer to
hospitals and the medieal administration
of the State to see if T can offer some con-
structive criticism. Recently, the adminis-
trator of the Royal Perth Hospital an-
nounced that plans were in mind to build
a hostel on the vacant land on the dimin-
ished 4% acres on the opposite side of Wel-
lington-st. This was to be designed so
that people coming from the country should
reside in the hostel rather than take up
vacant heds within the hospital. When
we realise that a bed in the Royal Perth
Hospital costs somewhere in the vicinity
of £4 10s. a day, it is not reasonable that
the people who are waiting for vacan-
cies should occupy those beds when they
could quite well be out-patients.

This principle is adopted in many other
parts of the world. In 1947-48 I returned
from America where I had seen this in
action in the Mayo Clinic, and I suggested
when the new hospital was being built
that something like that procedure should
be adopted here. I suggest that the hospi-
tal authorities do not go to the expense of
building a hostel to accommodate all the
people who come down from the country
for admission, but rather that there is
room for private enterprise in this regard.

The Mayo Clinic in America does not
admit any persen to hospital until his
candition has been diagnosed, unless that
person is urgently ill. Chronic cases are
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not admitted until such time as they have
been under observation, and X-rayed, and
clinical and pathological tests have been
completed. These people live in the vicin-
ity of the Mayo Clinie. If one had a million
dollars one could live in the Kahler hotel
in those days for 14 dollars a night; and if
one had not that much money one could go
down as low as 14 dollars for a bed-sitting
room with a bath and toilet. Many of the
houses in that ecity offer accommodation
of this sort, and it is constantly let to
people who are awaiting admission to the
clinical hospitals.

Around Perth and suburbs there are
many people who would be quite willing to
establish this small type of accommoda-
tion at a reasonable cost. They would
have to be authorised by the Royal Perth
Hospital as having suitable places and
being suitable people. Once that was
done the people concerned would have
ne responsibility for those who oc-
cupied the rooms. By this means the
Government would be saved the large
expenditure of putting up a hostel
to house quite a large number of people.
I am quite sure that if consideration were
given to this scheme we would find that
many people would be willing to pro-
vide such accommodation and it would he
a means of profit to them and to the
Perth Hospital, and a blessing to the Gov-
ernment in the saving of expendifure.

It is in this way, I think, that we have
to face hospital questions. We have to
realise that the cost of hospitals is grow-
ing out of all proportion; and if we are
to use our hospitals properly we must use
them according to the work that can be
performed in them. There is no reason, in
my opinion, why after a few days in a
public hospital, if an individual only needs
nursing eare and not specialist treatment
from the point of view of equipment, he
should not be transported to a district
hostel located around the ecity.

I say this for the reason that the most
recent medical school hospital erected in
Australia is the Queen Elizabeth in Ade-
laide, and it cost £20,000 for each bed.
Therefore, these beds must be used for
their proper purpose.

One of the great mistakes made here is
that C class hospitals are not graded. C
class hospitals should be taken out of the
hands of the local authority and put info
the hands of the department looking after
hospitals; and some of them should be
graded A minus hospitals so that an in-
dividual could be transferred from a major
central hospital to an A minus or A2 hos-
pital, whatever one likes to term it. A%
the moment, they are C class hospitals be-
cause they do not contain a surgical
theatre.

One or two of these hospitals have been
erected and they are first class structures.
They are maintained by a fully-trained
nursing staff and could fulfil the needs of
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these people very well. If a person is ad-
mitted to an A class hospital and then
transferred to what is now known as a
convalescent home, that person receives
nothing from the Hospital Benefit Fund,
although he receives the Commonwealth
grant. However, if he is in an A class
hospital for the whole term of his illness
he receives insurance from the Hospital
Benefits Fund plus the Commonwezlth
grant. But, the moment a person is trans-
ferred to a convalescent home he loses the
Haospital Benefits FPund payment.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: What if a pre-
son is in a € class hospital?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: That person
would get the full amount from the Hos-
pital Benefit Pund plus the Common-
wealth grant if primarily admitted to the
C class hospital. The keeping of people in
the central hospital, when they could be
admitted to these other places, is only ad-
ding to our problem. The time is com-
ing when beds will have to be provided by
private hospitals; and that will be a costly
bhusiness. We could lessen the need at the
moment by building up the C class hos-
pitals to a standard where they could be
used for the purpose I have mentioned.

The Hon, L. A. Logan: Are they all fully
occupied today?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: No. What is
more, this would create 2 demand which
would be met by private people, again
saving Government funds. I think the
time has come when medicine and hos-
pital problems have grown to such an ex-
tent in this State ¢hat something more
than the present administration is re-
quired. To explain what I mean, I might
mention that recently in the Press I
learnt that it had been decided to build
a 60-bed hospital at Osborne Park. I have
asked for the names of the people on the
State Health Council, because apparently
they are some of the people who make
the decisions in regard to such hospitals.

Of those who are members of the State
Health Council, only one has administered
a hospital, and I refer to Dr. Thorburn,
who was Medical Superintendent of Royal
Perth. It is only people with actual ad-
ministrative experience who <¢an give
sound advice on such matters. This 60-
bed hospital cannot be an economic pro-
position. The Mount Hospital, with 90-
odd beds, is not an economic proposition;
yet the 60-bed hospital will have to have
a matron of the same calibre and all the
same overhead costs; because it must have
a matron and housekeeper and deputy,
as well as sisters in charge of the wards,
and staff fo do three shifts per day. That
60-bed hospital can only be an item of ex-
pense to the community.

If it were to be a 150-bed hospital, it
could fulfil all the needs of modern medi-
cine and surgery: and so there arises the
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question of where such places should be
built, My maiden speech in this Chamber
was on the question of a charities com-
mission. One of the rights of the Charities
Commission in Victoria is to direct any
bady of people, even if they have the
money, in regard to where a hospital
shall be built. For instance, I would
never have contemplated a hospital on
the site of St. John of God at Belmont;
kecause I think a hospital should be sited
in accordance with traffic routes and there
are few traffic routes over the river. The
bridges over the river are a considerable
distance from that hospital, so that every-
one attending it must come from within
an arc.

I feel that a similar mistake was made
at South Perth; because although the new
hospital ihere is on the corner of Coode-st.
and South Terrace, it is still very close
to the river, There is a crying need
for a hospital on the south side of the
river somewhere near the pine planta-
tion and, if built there, it could service
the area from Victoria Park out to Ken-
wick and Manning, as weil as South Perth.
The ultimate fate of the South Perth hos-
pital might be to be reserved as a mid-
wifery hospital; while a 150-bed hospital
might have to be built at the pine plania-
tion; because there is a population of at
least 40,000 people to be served—

The Hon., A. F. Griffith: The South
Perth institution is not a public hospital.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: No, but a
charities commission with the powers to
which I have referred could have told
those people where the hospital must be
built, and I think that is a question that
must be examined. Even at the risk of
making myself thoroughly disliked at this
moment, I still wonder whether Albany
was the right site for a hospital rather
than Mt. Barker. Unless Alkany grows into
a large city the position will be that there
will be a hospital there to which everyone
must go, although it is not the central
place to meet the needs of that popula-
tion. It is thus that the question of siting
hospitals arises.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That is why
the Lake Grace hospital was sited where
it is.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: T am pointing
to the need for careful consideration of
this question. I repeat that there is not
a hospital administrator on the State
Health Council. There is a growing prob-
lem which I think must be debated briefly
at this stage: and I refer to the progress
in medicine in this State on the investiga-
tional side, biochemical, pathological and
so on. When I was a member of the board
of the Rayal Perth Hospital the need for
these investigations could not be impressed
on the department; but with the coming of
the Medical School the absolute necessity
for them has become obvious.



372

We realise that the country areas for
years have been starved in regard to the
ability to have such investigations carried
out; and the department must be ap-
plauded for having set up pathological
departments in country districts. However,
there arises the question of how they are
set up and what their future is to be;
because at present they are being controlled
as Government departments, responsible to
the Public Health Department. The officers
in those departments are, frankly, State
servants, and admittedly, full-time officers.
I think we should have some guarantee
that such a system will not be built
up in competition with the practising pro-
fession; because if an expanding avenue
of medicine is to be State-controlled, we
will not be holding out a2 great inducement
to our medical students to take up that
particular line of service.

While we realise that the provision of
investigational services in country centres
is an ahsolute necessity, and applaud what
is being done, I think we would all be very
much happier if we knew they could be
built up and controlled en the principle
that when the centre concerned grew
sufficiently to make it possible for private
practitioners to come in and do the work,
that would be done, thus making the spread
of medical services equal and attractive in
all branches to students and others going
through the medical schools.

That is possibly what the department
intends; but I think the intention should
be made clearer. I am stressing that
so muech progress is being made in
medicine and medical services that surely
something more than purely departmental
decisions in such matters is necessary. It
is so easy to build up these services at the
expense of the public. We have built up
a large pathological investigational area in
the Royal Perth Hospital; and now the
department is establishing another patho-
logical branch in its laboratories at the
Royal Chest Haspital,

There is every reason why the Public
Health Department should have a labora-
tory; but I do not think there is any reason
why it should build up another patho-
logical department, which is really in com-
petition with that at the Royal Perth
Hospital, where for many years to come
the work could be carried out successfully,
thus saving a great deal of expense to the
Government and the taxpayer. It is this
competitive bhuilding up which seems to
me not to be wise; and so I think the time
has arrived when, even if one does not like
a commission, there should be a statutory
body looking after hospitals and medieal
services and co-ordinating such things.
In view of the introduction of full-time
University faculties into a scheme of medi-
cine which has previously been run on an
honorary system, and the fact that we find
the Public Health Department duplicating
services it becomes clear that some over-all
guidance is necessary.
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It might be suggested that, rather than
have this advisory State Health Council,
a body should be appointed with statutory
powers sa that it could act as advisor to
the Government in regard to the expendi-
ture of huge sums of money on hospitals.
The State Health Council consists entirely
of members of the medical profession, with
the exception of the Under Secretary, but
I think that on it there should also be
some businessmen who would look at the
expenditure proposed to be incurred. We
should have a more equal representation
of the country than we have now, as at
present there is only one person represent-
ing the country areas; yet decisions are
made in regard to the country by this
council,

I believe a complete revision of the
council is necessary, together with the
granting to it of statutory powers and the
appointment to it of lay people who are pre-
pared to take almost a life interest in the

work; as that would give a feeling
of security, to both the profession
and the general public. All  would

then feel that medicine, which is pro-
gressing so rapidly, would be under the
guidance and control of people pledged to
give their services to the Government on
behalf of the hospitals and the public.

Finally, I wish to make something in the
nature of a personal explanation. I asked
yvesterday if the Minister would permit me
to read the verbatim notes of the evidence
of Matron Anstey, given before the Indus-
trial Court. I did that in view of the news-
paper report of her evidence; which was
very heavily criticised by a number of the
medical profession and by nurses, as it
seemed a most extraordinary statement to
emanate from a highly-trained person
such as Matron Anstey,

However, in fairness to her, I would
point out that her evidence covered pages
and pages, whereas the Press report cov-
ered only a few inches and bore little
semblance of her evidence. Therefore
nurse Anstey's evidence does not deserve
the criticism that was levelled against the
newspaper report.

Again, I would point out briefly that this
highlights the struggle that is going on
all the time to raise nurses’ salaries and to
improve their conditions while, at the same
time, maintaining the status guo in regard
to training methods. Until we get some
real alteration in the basic conditions
under which nurses work, this trend
is going to continue. How lay people
on the court are going to make a de-
cision on the evidence I have read, I
do not know. I assure the members of
this House that until somebody gets right
down to work and alters the basis of
nurses' conditions and salaries, we will not
get anywhere.

Nurses will always be in short supply
until such time as they come under a
scheme similar to that under which
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teachers are trained. This would provide
some basis for promotion and would pro-
vide for the nurse to spend some portion
ef her training in country hospitals. It
would also provide that her lectures be
given to her outside her hours of duty. If
all these things are taken into considera-
tion and a nurse is given intellectual train-
ing six months earlier, to be completed
with the periodic lecture times of her train-
ing, an improvement will be effected. Also,
her hospital training could be spread over
a shorter period than it is now. Such hos-
pital training should also be done in the
Royal Perth Hospital, the Chest Hospital,
a mental hospital and in a country hos-
pital, and by that means we will be able
to circulate the nurses around to staff the
varjous hospitels in the State. We will
never stafl the hospitals under the present
system or under the present regime of the
Nurses’ Board which unfortunately, is
wedded to the existing system.

The time has arrived when something
revolutionary has to be done with the
nursing profession. Today the whole sys-
tem is organised to train a nurse to the
highest peak, no matter what her educa-
tional qualifications may be. She must be a
highly qualified nurse. Only a small per-
centage of the nurses who complete their
training use the knowledge they have ac-
quired to the full, and rise in the profes-
sion to fill specialised jobs. Until we give
a nurse basic training and then allow
her to specialise from that point, the pre-
sent chaotic situation will continue.

1 try to tell this story time after time,
but possibly the number of years required
for such a story to be accepted has not
vet elapsed. I have now grown accus-
tomed to wait before I can expect any
notice to be taken of suggestions.

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (West)
{9501: PFirstly, I express my apprecia-
tion of the speech made by His Excel-
lency the Governor at the opening of
Parliament. I consider it to be a monu-
ment to the work done by the previous
Labour Government. I also wish to thank
you, Sir, for the help and advice you have
rendered to me since I have been elected
a member of this House. I extend my
best wishes and thanks to the staff of
Parliament House for the attention which
they have so eagerly given to me., That
applies to al! of them; I could not single
out any one for special thanks.

1 also wish to thank the officers of the
various Commonwealth and State depart-
‘ments I have visited, because without, their
‘help and assistance in the first few
months of my being elected to this House,
T would have found my job extremely
frustrating. Undoubtedly, they made my
duties a great deal easier. To the mem-
bers of the trade union movement and
to the hundreds of people who assisted me
to gain the office I now hold, I say “Thank
you.” My appreciation is also extended
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to all members of this House who
have extended to me their fraternal greet-
ings with great sincerity.

At this point I regret having to mention
the name of the man whose place I have
filled; namely, the late Hon., Gilbert
Fraser. I knew Mr. Fraser for many years
and I feel sure that every member of this
Chamber will join with me when I say
that not only was his passing a loss to
this House, but also it was a deep loss
to Western Australia in general. I only
hope that I will be able to continue with
the work he commenced and which he left
behind him as a monument.

While I represent the West Province it
will be my earnest endeavour to ensure
that those facilities which I consider im-
portant will be provided as early as pos-
sible. The ones that are urgently required
in the various areas I have visited include,
firstly, the continuation of the dredging
of the river on the south-east side of Can-
ning Bridge and the reclamation of the
foreshore to provide a suitable beach to be
used by the people residing in Manning and
the surrounding districts. Those peogple
living on the northern side of Canning
Bridge are able to enjoy decent swimming
facilities, and I consider that the people
in my province should be in a similar
position.

Money would be well spent in putting
that small beach into a suitable state
for bathing in the near future. Another
amenity of vital importance is the provi-
slon of a jetty at Coogee heach. Such a
jetty :would be used mainly by school
children. At present, scores of classes of
school children from the surrounding Fre-
mantle district go to Coogee beach not
only to swim, but also to receive swimming
instruction, but, at the moment, there are
no swimming facilities at that beach al-
though they are most necessary for the
conduct of swimming classes. This beach
is the safest in the Fremantle district and
it is one that could be developed to a
greater extent. The South Fremanile
beach has been sadly neglected-—

The Hon. L. A, Logan:
now, does it?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The beach
is still there, anyway. However, I would
like to see greater development put in
train at Coogee beach. I also wish to
point out that the Applecross State school
is anxious to have 2 hall built on the
school grounds for the benefit of the school
children and members of the parents and
citizens’ association. Some correspondence
has already been written not only to this
Government, but also to the previous Gov-
ernment asking for financial assistance for
the erection of such a hall, and I hope
that help will be forthcoming. The mem-
bers of the Applecross Parents and Citi-
zens’ Association are quite prepared to take
their coats off and help to erect this hall,

It does not exist
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which will prove to be of great assistance
in the near future to the Education De-
partment itself, because no matter what
school one may enter these days, one will
find that there is an overflow of school
children being accommodated in a nearby
hall which is used as a classroom.

If a hall were provided in the Applecross
school grounds it would prove to be & stop-
gap for the department in providing a
classroom for the children. A subject that
has interested me lately is the provision
of swimming pools in various suburbs. In
my opinion subsidies should be advanced
to local authorities so that swimming pools
may be installed in their districts. Many
of these local governing bodies are not in
a financial position to make proviston for
swimming pools at their own expense. If
assistance could be given to them, the
members of the community could, perhaps,
contribute to the cost on a £1 for £1 basis,

. I am most anxious to see swimming pools
installed in the Hilton-Willagee area and
in the Manning-Applecross district.

The Hon. G, Bennetts; The Government

assists local authorities now in the pro-
vision of swimming pools.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Only in coun-
try centres. Whilst on the guestion of
switnming and beaches, I point out that
standing in the progress of Bicton beach
is a tract of land, owned by the Common-
wealth Government, and held as an animal
quarantine station, but it is seidom used.
The Melville Road Board has the money to
develop that beach which is used practic-
ally full! time by school children from the
surrounding disiricts. During the summer
months, if one visits Bieton beach it wiil
be found that the children of one school
are lined up waiting for the children of
another school to vacate the beach.

I think an approach to the Common-
wealth authorities is warranted by the
Government to see whether this land could
be released and vested in the Melville Road
Board so that it could further develop the
beach at Bicton which provides some of
the best swimming facilities on the south-
ern side of the Swan River. Another tract
of land which is coveted and eagerly
sought by the Melville Road Board for de-
velopment is that area occupied by the
Overseas Telecommunieation Station at
Apblecross. The board is desirous of
acquiring that land for the purpose of
building a town hall and for the establish-
ment of a community centre.

Reverting to Fremantle, to South Beach
and the fishermen’s jetty, I would point out
that it is going to prove costly to whatever
Government is in office in the future, to
repair the foreshore at those points unless
groynes are erected. I have swum and
fished around that area almost all my life
and I know it pretty well. Since the dredg-
ing of the Parmelia and the Success banks
there is no natural buffer against the
seas that roll in at South Beach and at
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the fishermen’s jetty. Although Western
Australis has benefited by the establish-
ment of the oil industry at Kwinana, the
dredging of the banks in Cockburn Sound
has placed a great burden on the Fre-
mantle City Council inasmuch as it is
trying to keep the beach in a decent state.

All the money that has been expended
has been wasted. In future the railway
line will also be washed out to sea, unless
something is done quickly to build groynes
s0 as to retain about 200 yards of coastline.

The Fremantle fish markets are hope-
lessly overcrowded. - Only this morning
some officers of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment were making an examination and
taking photographs of the area around
them. Over the last five or six years, as
a result of overcrowding in the water, it
has not been uncommon to see two or three
valuable craft washed up on the rocks.
That has happened very year. Many
of the fishermen who work hard cannot
afford to insure their boats, and they suffer
a great loss, In view of the dollars which
these fishermen bring into the country,
this State could endeavour to obtain a
loan from the Commonwealth for the
purpose of building a mole and a safe
anchorage for the fishing fleet.

I am concerned with the lack of ameni-
ties in the Riverton and Cockburn Sound
districts. Any development which takes
place close to Perth and Fremantle will
have to extend in the direction of those
two districts. People who want to estab-
lish themselves there are hampered by lack
of water and electricity supplies. In some
parts of the districts it is not possible to
obtain these facilities.

The Cockburn Sound Road Board is
very bprogressive, and continually it is
looking to attract industry. Many applica-
tions have been received by it, but unless
water and electricity can be provided those
districts will lose any temporary advantage.
which they may have gained.

Of late I have had something to do with
kindergartens. I suggest that kinder-
gartens should be incorporated in the
Education Department. They are too costly
to run privately. Based on a 41-week
vear of attendance, for each child attend-
ing the kindergarten the authorities are
obliged to contribute 6s. 8d. This contribu-
tion is out of proportion to the real costs
of running a kindergarien. The average
parent cannot afford to pay between 10s.
and 12s. for each child attending kinder-
garten. I hope early consideration will be
given to incorporating kindergartens in the
Education Department.

There are several kindergartens where
the children are not reguired to pay any
fees. I know the Government makes some
grant to the kindergartens, but it is not
enough. The committees controlling the
kindergartens are forever looking_ for
ways and means for raising additional
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finance to cover the cosis. On many occa-
sions there were doubts as to whether
some kindergartens could continue to carry
on.

It might be easy for sporting organisa-
tions to raise funds, but not for kinder-
gartens. The young children attending
cannot go around seeking donations. Fur-
thermore, the parents, generally those
with young families, cannot give much to

the kindergariens to enable them to carry
on.

There are parts of my electorate which
lack kindergartens, or which have small
ones. In others there are kindergartens
with waiting lists; and those are the Hilton
Park and Applecross kindergartens. It is
impossible for children on the waiting list
to gain admittance, therefore some finan-
cial essistance should he given to those
kindergartens, or for the purpose of estah-
lishing more kindergartens.

There is no kindergarten in Hamilton
Hill, nor have I observed cne in Brent-
wood. Brentwood is now a township and
it will be a great help to many of the
parents there if a kindergarten can he
established. Hamilton Hill will become a
]:ownship in due course. A kindergarten
is a necessity in view of all the activities
taking place at Hamilton Hill—the build-
ing of a new school, the taking over of a
large tract of land by the State Housing
Commission, the holding of a large area by
the University which will be split into
building lots, and the building on the
Baker's Estate. Unfortunately the local
authgrity has not the ready finance to
build the roads and other amenities.

There are very few areas which are not
served by a health centre. It i5 true there
is a mobile health e¢linic, but its services
are limited. A mother who goes to town,
or who is otherwise engaged in home
duties, will miss out on these services. In
view of the large number of people living
in Coogee, Spearwood and similar expand-
ing districts in my electorate, I consider
that the establishment of a health centre
in the area is vital.

Another matter with which I am con-
cerned is the education of spastic children.
I have examined the number of such
children who are in need of transport to
take them to the Sir James Mitchell spas-
tic centre at Mt. Lawley. There is a bus
serving these children which leaves Apple-
cross at 8.13 a.m.; there is ancother which
leaves Mosman Park at approximately 8
a.m. I know of eight children in my elec-
torate-—one living at Naval Base, one at
Hamilton Hill, and the rest in Hilton
Park and Willagee—attending that centre.
The parents of those children have to take
them to either Applecross or Mosman
Park. Most of them have young children
and it becomes a hurden on them to have
to leave at Tam. to take their spastic
children to the bus for Mt. Lawley. Again
in the afternoon, in order to pick up the

375

children, they have to catch two buses.
The expense involved is prohibitive. Some
investigation should be made to ensure
that every physically handicapped child is
provided with transport to his place of
education.

When the Metropolitan Transporf Trust
starts in earnest it will have to expand
its services. Several districts in my elec-
torate would like a regular bus service.
My observations lead me to believe that
some bhuses from Perth to Fremantle
should be routed through districts like
Brentwood, Mt. Pleasant and Willagee, to
provide a service. At present the Willa-
gee, the Brentwood and the Mt. Pleasant
bus services are inadequate. To the best
of my knowledge most other centres in my
area are pretty well catered for.

I now come to the main point I wish to
make, that is, benefits under the Workers’
Compensation Act. The hest service we
c¢an give to the people is to overhaul com-
pletely that Act. I shall illustrate several
of my experiences in regard to this matter.
I have had some experience of workers’
compensation. Some members perhaps do
not realise the conditions which now exist.
I have made notes of some of the cases I
am about to refer to. I trust they are
substantially correct. If I make any mis-
take it is an honest one.

Pirstly, why should this State be oui of
step with the Eastern States in respect of
coverage of workers to and from their
place of employment? I know this mat-
ter has been brought up in this House pre-
viopusly. It is a reflection on this State,
hecause it is the only major State which
has no coverage for workers going to and
from their place of work. It is a bitter
pill for the workers to have to swallow.
I do not know why this provision has been
consistently rejected.

Secondly, consideration should be given
by the Minister to withdrawing the per-
mits of insurance companies tha{ have no
office in Australia, but only act through
the good graces of the Minister. These
companies mainly operate from the United
Kingdom. They cause a certain amount
of delay in the settlement of claims. This
delay amounts to months and sometimes
Years,

I believe that some of the mining com-
panies work through these insurance com-
panies, and I do know that some of the
shipping companies work through them,
and as a result a great deal of delay and
hardship is caused. Before the final settle-
ment is effected, much anguish is caused
to the workers and their dependants who
cannot afford costly delays. I recommend
that the only ones who should have the
privilege to cover Australian workers, and
particularly Western Australian workers,
should be the companies with offices deal-
ing solely in insurance. I ask the Minister
in charge of this matter to examine the
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question and give due notice to the com-
panies that their permits will be with-
drawn. As I said previously, they only
funetion through the good graces of the
Minister.

Thirdly—and this is another hitter pill
that has to be swallowed, not so much by
the workers but by the union secretaries
and compensation clerks who deal with
these matters—most people consider that
more time should be given to medical prac-
titioners for the diagnosis of certain in-
juries. One in particular is hernia, for
whieh the Act allows 72 hours for diag-
hosis, and for the doctor to issue a cer-
tificate.

One case that I was unfortunate enough
to be connected with, concerned a black-
smith. He was a heavily muscled and
well developed man—perhaps a little
muscle-bound. He was taken to hospital
and was then discharged because the gen-
eral practitioner could not diagnose his
complaint. He then went back to the doc-
tor for another 10 days and received treat-
ment, so that it took the doctor 10 days to
diagnose that his trouble was hernia. He
was then forced to re-enter hospital. By
that time he was in a state of high nervous
tension because he did not know whether
the claim would be recognised by the in-
surance company. His family were worry-
ing because he, being a worker with a fam-
ily, had no money saved. Because of the

weeks of incapacity, following the hernia,

we can understand his frame of mind. He
was wondering whether his family would
be looked after. I consider that the pres-
ent provision in the Act is not conducive
to the quick recovery of a person such as
I have mentioned, or to the security of
his dependants. The finalising of this claim
tock months; it was not completed until
after the chap returned to work. He is
;_Jne of many who have had to suffer this
ate.

Some shipping companies that operate
at Fremantle have big resources overseas,
and they virtually carry theilr own insur-
ance. Some of the stevedoring firms that
service the ships at Fremantle, insure
threugh Australian insurance companies
and the State Government Insurance Of-
fice—from this office I must say we usually
get efficient service—but others insure with
different companies, and it is not unusual
for these other companies to push a
worker into court to justify his clalm. Time
out of number we see where a person who
has been injured, through no fault of
his own, has suffered this experience.

I know of some Goldfields workers who
have had to come to Fremantle and ask
the organisation, of which I was & mem-
ber, to assist them to push their claims.
because the overseas companies-—and some
of the local companies—would rather wear
the worker down by way of long delays or
by pushing the case into court. Usually
the workers cannot afford long and costly
delays.
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In other industries that I have had deal-
ings with, I have found that the employer
tends to safeguard the insurance company
rather than his employees, An employee,
as the result of an accident, usually has
to suffer some discomfort and hospitalisa-
tion. When the final claim arrives, we find
that the insurance company and the em-
ployer put every obstacle in the way of
the employee to try to "diddle” him of his
just rights and payments. Those employers
are usually of the smaller type, and they
must think that they are paying the
compensation from their own bank sac-
counts rather than that the money is being
paid as a result of a policy which they are
forced by law to take out for the coverage
of their employees.

The Hon. A. R. Jones: Don't you think
they are entitled to watch their own in-
terests?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have worked
in industry for, perhaps, a little longer
than the hon. member, and 1 have never
vet seen an employee wilfully injure him-
self; I have not known of an employee
wilfully going on to reduced wages just
to “take it out of” the employer. I say
that when a man goes to work, he does
so to do his job. No one wants to suffer
an injury—which could be of a permanent
nature—just to get one back on the boss;
although, in all walks of life, perhaps, we
can find a few people who will do a liitle
bit of damage that mitigates against the
majority.

Other employers and insurance com-
panies are openly forward in referring their
cases to law flrms in flagrant attempts to
defraud workers who are casualties of in-
dustry. Often it is found that these em-
ployers are financially interested in the
insurance companies, and attempt to flout
the compensation Act. We know this, be-
cause through research we have found
where certain employing companies ha\.re
tie-ups with insurance companies; and in
many cases the insurance companies are
subsidiaries of the employing firms.

Another bad feature, and one that must
react against the workers is the case where
a doctor issues a certificate regarding a
warker's injury and then the insurance
company has its own specialist, anything
up to 10 days after the accident occurred,
examine the worker. In many cases of
this kind we have found that the specialist
has declared the injured person fit for
work. The specialist simply blows into
the hospital, has a look at the man and
declares him fit. When that happens
the insurance company rejects any claim
made upon it; and the worker, because
the specialist’s certificate overrides that
of a general practitioner, is forced, at his
own expense, to get two other specialists
to declare him unfit for work and to
verify that his claim is a genuine one.
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Then he has to try to make the in-
surance company accept its responsibili-
ties. If it will not do that he has to follow
up rt‘he matter by an action through the
court,

These cases are not rare. 'The union of
which I am a member has had to spend
many thousands of pounds over the last 10
years in legal and court fees in an endeav-
our to gain for injured workers the money
which is rightfully theirs. But if a worker
is not a member of a union, or an organisa-
tion which will protect him, members can
imagine what happens. Many cases are
not proceeded with, because the insurance
companies tell the workers concerned that
they are not entitled to be covered. If
the workers are not members of unions
they do not pursue the matter heczuse
they have no one to fight for them, and
also because they do not have the neces-
sary money. From these facts members
can visualise how the insurance companies
can erect huge buildings on the Terrace,
and pay such colossal dividends. These
things are done mainly at the workers- ex-
pense—the chaps who have no cne to fight
their cases for them.

There are many other aspeets of work-
ers’ compensation which would take hours
to relate. As the Act stands at present it
gives a Roman holiday to lawyers and
doctors; they are the people who are reap-
ing most of the benefits from Workers'
Compensation Act. I have known of many
claims where the unions have had to go to
the court, even though the amount in-
volved was only £20 or £30. Court fees
cost anything up to £100 and even the
larger unions and organisations will fre-
quently not pursue some matters because
the risks, for the sum involved, are too
great and there is a possibility that they
will be called upon to meet these high
charges. In such cases the injured worker
loses out and he remains injured in more
ways than one. He is defrauded of his
money because the risk of fighting the case
in the court—and the possibilty of being
called upon to pay high fees—is too great.

At this stage I must acknowledge the
work done by the Workers' Compensation
Board of Western Australia. It is attempt-
ing to do a good job and at present has
started something new—or at least it is
new to me—and it is calling for medical
certificates in most cases. However, that
will never be more than 60 per cent. effec-
tive—at least that has been the experience
of compensation clerks and officers who
have dealt with this matter. I, and most
people in industry, consider that it shouid
be mandatory for all employers to report
every accident to the Workers' Compensa-
tion Board. That would be in the interests
not only of the worker himself, but alse it
would form a basis for national safety.
By that means the board would have a
list of all accidents, where they occurred
the cause, and so on, and it would be a
short cut to something which is now being
put into operation in the Eastern States.

3T

I read in a shippine company paper this
morning that one of the shipping com-
panies in the Eastern States had just ap-
pointed a master mariner to tour all Aus-
tralian ports to find out the best working
methods in the interests of safety. Surely
if it is good enough for the shipping com-
pantes to do that it should be good encugh
for the Government to introduce a similar
scheme through the Workers’ Compenhsa-
tion Board. If all sccidents, irrespective of
where they occurred or how simple they
were, were reported to the board it would
have a basis for a national safety cam-
paign.

We now come to one aspect of workers’
compensation—and this is one which
pricks the conscience of most people—
where a paticnt is suffering a 50 per cent,
disability—it may be a leg, an arm or
something like that—and it is declared as
such by an insurance company specialist,
The company, in such cases, then offers
to make a lump sum payment to the in-
jured worker, and, if he agrees to accept
it, any other liability the company may
have is discharged. The moment the offer
is made his compensation payments cease,
and if he claims that his disability is
greater than 50 per cent. he is required
to get an independent opinion; and in
most cases the independent opihion ranges
from a 60 to 80 per cent. disability,

It is then the duty of the organisation
to which the worker belongs to follow the
matter through; and it may inveolve litiga-
tion, the payment of doctors’ bills and a
good deal of frustration. Usually the org-
anisation wins its case but not until after
it has been through the court. As most of
us know the Workers’ Compensation Act
has two schedules, one covering all parts
of the body, and the other the limbs and
so0 on. One case which has been going on
for over two vears concerns a worker who
was injured.

We know, from experience, how much
money this worker should have received.
However, affer writing letters to lawyers,
doctors and insurance companies over a
period of two years, the grand total of
£375 was offered to this worker. This was
flatly refused by him. The matter was
then placed in the hands of a lawyer so
that it could be aired in court. More
time passed before the case was listed for
hearing and the worker, already heavily
in debt, was being further committed.

As the parties were walking through

the door of the courtroom, the lawyer
representing the insurance company ap-
proached the worker and said to him, “We
will increase the £375 by £50. That will
make a grand settlement to you of £425.

The Hon. P. R. H. Lavery: A grand
settlement!

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: Yes, they
called it a grand settlement of £425. In
view of the length of time that this worker
had been off work, and in view of the fact
that his children were badly in need of



378

clothes and other necessities, he could not
grab that money quick enough because he
was financially, physically, and mentally
exhausted. IHowever, he is still suffering
from a disability which he will carry to
his grave. The gain to the insurance com-
pany in that case was £275.

Another interesting point in Schedule I
relates to a worker who is 50 per cent. per-
manently incapacitated. Provided he can
earn the same wages he earned hefore his
accident, he is not entitled to a lump sum
settlement. He could suffer this disability
for the rest of his life without receving any
further compensation payments. Cases of
this kind have been found on the water-
front in particular. It is known that such
men have become a burden on various
charitable institutions or on their families,
It is also noticed that as a result of their
accidents these men have aged prema-
turely. The care of these men should be the
responsibility of the insurance company
instead of the hburden being carried by
some other person.

It is also very difficult to establish the
claim of a worker who suffers an accident
whilst leaving his place of employment
after he has knocked off although he may
still be within the boundaries of his em-
ployer’s premises. For some reason or
ancother a worker could have knocked off
at 455 pm. If he were working on the
waterfront he may, because of rain, have
had to hatch-up & ship earlier than usual
and meet with an accident whilst walking
down a gangway in his employer’'s time, or
he could be crossing a railway line on the
wharf and be killed by a train. Yet, a
lawyer representing the insurance company
will fight any claim for compensation by
his dependanis. The same applies, of
course, to a worker who suffers an injury
in private enterprise.

I can instance an organisation such as
General Motors or the Ford motor works,
A worker at the Ford Motor Company could
fall down the steps that lead up to the
building on the northern side and although
he is still within the boundary of the
company’s premises, the insurance com-
pany could rightfully say that he is not
entitled to any compensation. In view of
the advertisements that were published by
the L.CL. during the course of the last
State election with reference to workers’
compensation, I now consider that it is
the duty of the Government, in the interests
of the workers of this State, to include in
the Workers' Compensation Act a provi-
sion to cover a worker whilst he is travel-
ling to and from work.

Such a provision would cover not only
waterside workers but all workers. That
would be a democratic attitude for the
Government to adopt and an amendment
to the Act should be introduced by it at the
earliest opportunity. In my first speech
made in this House I told my friends of the
Country Party that I would acquaint them
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of something that goes on in the shipping
industry in respect of some of their cargoes.

The Hon. F'. R. H. Lavery: I do not think
any of them will listen to you.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: After I have
read this cutting I will leave it around the
House for them to peruse it at their leisure.
This pewspaper article was written by a
vigilance officer of the Brishane Branch of
the Waterside Workers' Federation., It was
published in the Maritime Worker under
date of the 19th May, 1953. The article
reads as follows:—

Rat-Eaten Meat Proves Hypocrisy

For some time now workers have
been urged to handle our exports more
quickly and more carefully.

This was supopsed to be the answer
to the flerce world competition for
these products, both in price and
quality.

The hypocrisy of this was again il-
lustrated to waterside workers and
meat workers on Wednesday night,
May 6th.

Frozen beef being loaded into the
Weirangi at Borthwick’s Abattoir was
noticed by meat workers to have been
eaten by rats. .

This was acknowledged by the man-
agement of Borthwick’s by the fact
that meat workers were paid a penalty
rate of 2id. for each hind of beef and
2d. for each forequarter handled which
was rat-eaten,

Further dawn the article continues—

Brisbane Branch Secretary, Phil
Healy, when examining Borthwick’s
freezing rooms, saw hinds and fore-
quarters of beef with two or three
pounds of meat eaten off them, and a
rat’s nest among the beef.

No finality was reached on the
Wednesday night, but on Thursday
morning wharfies decided that they
would not handle this meat until an
assurance was given by the Health
Department that no danger of disease
existed.

An industrial dispute occurred on that
occasion, but after a 50-minute stoppage
an assurance was given by the I-Iealj;h De-
partment that the meat was quite all
right and that there were no rats’ nests
in it. The article continues—

Rather sceptically, wharfies had to
accept this assurance.

They had stowed meat into the ship's
hold that was obviously eaten by rats,
and how that could be free of disease
was a bit hard to believe.

The article then goes on and on. So it
will] be seen—and I have withessed this
time without number on the waterfront
at Fremantle—that no concern at all is
shown by the stevedoring companies, or
their representatives, for the handling or
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the safe carriage of the farmers' produce
in Western Australia, Perhaps in this
State we would have one of the best re-
cords in the world in respect to the stow-
age of apples and pears. At times I have
seen near stoppages when waterside
workers have refused {o stow this fruit
in the manner the employer has requested
of them.

When they cannot get into the chiller
hatches and freezer hatches to gain an-
other 14s. for every case they can cram
in, the company will have the fruit stowed
on the edge. We all know what that fruit
would be like when it got to England or
Sweden. The whole case would be bruised
right through. The waterside workers
and their officials have been commended
on:'many occasions by the Apple and Pcar
Board, and they are vigilant in examin-
ing every carge of fruit to ensure that
it is stowed in the correct manner.

One case comes clearly back to my
mind. It happened about four years ago,
and was in relation to the ship Mandama
which berthed at Fremantle. We found
that this ship had loaded flour at Adelaide.
It had a rather rough passage on the way
over, and, because of the fauliy tarpaulins
and hatch covers that this ship carried—
and because of the greed of the shipowner
in stowing flour in every available corner
he could put it—about 30 tons of water
got into the ship’s hold. The flour was
rotting; it was mildewed, and was in a
disgraceful state. While the ship was at
sea, the erew had been put to work pulling
this cargo on to the deck; dumping some
of it, and trying to dry the rest of it out.

We protested strongly when that ship
came to Fremantle. Even the flour left
in the ship was not fit for pigs’ food. It
was in a filthy state and certainly unfit
for human consumpiion. There was dirt
and filkh mixed in it. No attention was
paid to it, however, and the cargo was sent
overseas. It is small wonder that we lose
our overseas markets.

The farmers must exercise more vigi-
lance and control, because, afier all, this
is their hread and butter. Over the years
we have lost in export, hundreds of
thousands of pounds of flour to the Near-
East, to India, to England and France.
They want our flour if delivered in a
decent state, because we still produce about
the best flour in the world. I would recom-
mend to members of the Country Party
that the next time a ship is due to berth
in Fremantle, they should go down about
two hours later, and have a look at the
ship uncovering; they should note the
manner in which the farm machinery is
usually stowed.

It is usually put on top of the general
cargo. Members will see the main buffers
which they put around this farm machin-
ery constitute split peas, lupins, sub clover
or the green peas for sale to gardeners.
Without fear of contradiction I would say
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that nine times out of ten when ship-
ments of farm machinery have come to
Western Australia those are the commodi-
ties that are set around this machinery;
they are placed in the wheels and on top
of it to keep the machinery in position. The
waste that results is colossal. The moment
one lifts one of these bags all that re-
mains in it falls out from one of the holes.
Several weeks age I went to the water
front and saw a ship unloading an 8-ton
prime mover. All the gear necessary to
unload this 8-ton lift was ready when the
ship berthed. To my dismay when I
walked down the hatch this 8-ton piece af
machinery was loaded on top of raisins and
sultanas which had come from the Eastern

States. There were hundreds of cases
literally. smashed and squashed to
smithereens.

So it will be seen that it is nof always
the fault of the workers when we see
things of that nature happening in rela-
tion to the stowing of cargo. I have an-
other Press cutiing which I would like
to quote. Under the heading “Why They
Lose Trade,” it says—

Another illustration-of over-stowing
of heavy cargo on fragile cargo was
given on the Macedon at 6 Dock, Mel-
bourne, recently.

These far-too-numerous examples
of gross and wilful inefficiency help
to explain why private ship-owners
are losing trade to road transport.

They also provide a telling argu-
ment for nationalisation of stevedor-
ing and shipping services.

Steel containers, reports the Mel-
bourne Wharfie, were loaded into No.
2 hatch of the Macedon.

On top of the steel containers ear-
tons of tinned food were placed.

On top of the fragile tins of food,
the shipowners placed case cables and
welding electrodes.

My experience has been that case cables
usually weigh about 3% tons to 6 tons. To
continue—

This heavy cargo, could not have
been damaged by weight on top of it,
and should have been put in before
the tinned food.

All the cargoes were consigned to
the same port.

The condition of the tinned food on
arrival can be imagined.

At the after part of the Macedon
hatch, bagged chaff was placed in the
sguare of the hatch.

Machinery was stowed on top of the
bageged chaff.

Before the ship sailed from Mel-
hourne the machinery had pierced at
least half a dozen bags.

“¥You can just imagine the damage
by the time the ship reaches its des-
tination,” said the Melbourne Wharfie.



380

The Wharfie describes this as “in-
competent’” and as “wanton destruc-
tion.”

So it will be seen that it is not the
shipping company which acts in the best
interests of the farmer. As soon as the
company secures its profits it does not
care about the farmer or what happens to
his produce.

The farmer loses his markets, our econ-
omic situation worsens, and the whole com-
munity suffers. I hope that in the near
future the Farmers’ Union or the Country
Party will give serious thought to the ap-
pointment of a competent officer to ex-
amine the waterfront not only in Fremantle
but throughout Australia. I assure him he
will get every co-operation from all the
branches of the Waterside Workers' Fed-
eration to ensure that cargo is handled
efliciently and stowed in a safe manner,
so that we can continue to retain our over-
seas markets. The farmer needs the
worker, and the worker cannot live with-
out the farmer. It is in the best interests
of all to tidy up some of the disgraceful
things which have occurred.

There remain two points to which I
wish to refer and which have been men-
tioned by Dr. Hislop. The firs{ concerns
carton milk. Many people advocate that
milk be distributed in cartons. Many
thousands of pounds have been expended
in installing the machinery to carton milk.
The eost of this milk will be increased by
14d. I would like to know why this addi-
tional cost is to be borne by the public.

I am toid that the cost of a milk bottle is
1s5. 2d. The average life of a milk hottle

is 10 fills, so it costs approximately 1id.

to fill a bottle every day, including the cost
involved in cleaning and washing. If milk
bottlers and dairymen supply carton milk
to the public they themselves should bear
the extra cost and market it on the pre-
sent day price.

The second point concerns Hale School
and the Empire Games village. Yesterday
I attended the opening ¢f some pensioner
flats in Central Avenue, Beaconsfield.
Three groups have been built by the Com-
monwealth Government and the Pen-
sioners’' League through the State Housing

Commission. It was pointed out to
me that it would bhe much better
for pensioners’ flats to be built in

various districts in the metropolitan area,
than for the Government to build a large
scale Olympic village. These flats could
house the athletes coming from overseas.
They will also help to ease the burden on
the State Government, as I helieve the
Commonwealth Gavernment will subsidise
such a project on a £2 to £1 basis.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How would you
feed the athletes?

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: It is not
necessary to have 1,500 athletes eating
in one dining room. What I propose is
the construction of 12 blocks of flats in
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a group, each block to consist of three
flats. Each block could house at least 12
people temporarily and the accommoda-
tiono would be quite comfortable.

In a block of 12 flats a little kitchen
could be built in a central position. After
the athletes have left it could be con-
verted into an amenity hall. The State
Housing Commission should give serious
consideration to this matter, especially as
there is a likelihood of some financial
assistance from the Commonwealth. Only
yesterday Senator Robertson said that
£6,000,000 to £7,000,000 had been allecated
by the Commonwealth Government.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The Housing
Commissien has no power to build public
halls.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It will have
to build something for the athletes to
eat in.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The Govern-
ment is not under any obligation to do
that, but you are placing that obligation
on the Government.

The Hon,. R. THOMPSON: I am {rying
too be helpful.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I realise that,
but the Commission cannot build public
halls.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It wili be
building kitchens which are convertible.
If the Minister were to approach the Com-
monwealth Government he might get some
financial assistance. Finally, I ask him
to consider this point: When the proposed
inerease in the old age pension takes place
steps should be taken to ensure that the
rentals of pensioners are not increased,
When the pension was increased by 2s. 6d.
a week several years ago in the month of
October, the pensioners living in State
Housing Commission homes received
notification in Christmas week to the effect
that their rentals were to be increased by
various amounts. A couple living together
had to pay 1s. 3d. more a week.

Even if the pensioners received an in-
crease of 7s. 6d. per week their plight would
still be a sad and sorry one. I realise the
Minister for Housing has not the final say
on any inerease. I will appeal to him to
make every endeavour to ensure that the
next inerease in the old age pension is not
partly swallowed up by increased rentals.
The cost of living in this State for the last
quarter rose by 4s. a week, and it will be
hard enough for the pensioners to live,
even with an increase of 7s. 6d.

On motion by the Hon. G. Bennetts,
debate adjourned.
ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines): I move—
That the House at its rising adiourn
till 2.30 p.m. tomorrow.

House adjourned at j1.4pm.



